ee BY ee PI HAM & 


4 


a a ee 

SE = ha 
ee 
(C2: 3s 


sta de 3 Sl i 


rN A _ 
_ .. ~ 
< ee lien ae 


»* m ae - 
, wee Py ere ew 


“And they cried, The Sword of the 
tarde of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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A Lesson on 


PREACHING 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


(A lecture to preachers on “Preaching the Word,” given at Third Annual Confer- 
ence on Evangelism, Winona Lake, Indiana, July 11, 1947. Mechanically recorded 
for THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) ) 

“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his king- 
dom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” —II Tim, 4:1, 2. 


yer 


Here I will modestly try to 
give some help on how to preach 
and teach the Word of God. Oh, 
how we need Bible preachers! 


Notice verse two especially: 
“Preach the word,” whether it is 
in season or out of season. Be 
always on the alert. Then do what 
kind of preaching? “Reprove:” 
That comes first. Then comes “re- 
buke.” Then we are told to “ex- 
hort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.” 


Notice first that the Scripture 


there; how many go-betweens, how 
many advocates, how many peace- 
makers between God and men?” 
She tried to think, and I said, 
“Don't think! I am not asking 
you something you think up. What 
does the Word of God say? Look 
at it and see.” 

She looked at First Timothy 2:5, 
again and said, ‘““There is one God, 
and one mediator between God 
and men.”’ 


I said, “That is good. Now who 


says, “Preach the word.” 


I. Preach the Word of God, 
the Bible 

I was in Washington, D. C., in 
the Nonsectarian Tabernacle and 
preached one Sunday morning on 
“Ye Must Be Born Again.” We 
had a good service. One woman 
! held her hand for. prayer and 
] then after the service she asked 
j a friend to come and see me and 
find out if I would talk to her pri- 
vately. I agreed. 


She came to the front and we 
sat and talked. She said, “I 
have two things to say this morn- 
ing. The first thing is an apol- 
ogy I owe you. I owe everybody 
in this building an apology.” 

I said, “Why should you owe 
an apology?” 

She said, “Because I had never 
been .in a Protestant service be- 
fore and I felt that God could 
not be in a Protestant church and 
that Protestant people were not 
Christians. But I was mistaken; 
God was here this morning. I 
am so ashamed, and I feel that I 
ought to apologize.” 

I said, “That is all right. You 
did not know better. Now what 
is the other thing you wanted to 
say?” 

She said, “It is a question. You 
kept talking about being born 
again, How does a person get 
born again? I go to the Catho- 
lic church. I pray. I go to con- 
fession and mass, but I have 
never been born again. How do 
you get born again?” 

I said, ‘“‘Well, I think I can show 
you in a way that you can under- 
stand it and believe it. We will 
turn to I Timothy 2:5 and read 
that verse, which says, ‘For there 
is one God, and one mediator be- 
tween’ God and men, the man 


Christ Jesus.’ Now I want you 
to keep on looking at this verse 
while I ask you some Bible ques- 
tions, some questions of theology.” 

“Oh, no,” she said, “I don’t know 
anything about theology!” 

I said, “I don’t want you to 
know anything; I just want you 
to take what the Bible says. Look 
at that verse and tell me how 
many gods there are.” 

She said, “Well, there is just 
one,”’ . 


I said, “I know there is just one, 
but I’ do not want it-in your 
words; I want it in the words of 
the Bible.” 


Then she read, “There is one 
God.” 


point you know as much about 
the Bible as anybody else, don’t 
you? Now there is another ques- 
tion: How many mediators are 
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ler?” 


is that mediator? Is it a preach- 
I said preacher first be- 
cause I was going to say priest 
next. 


She _ said, 
preacher.” 


I said, “Is it a priest?” 

“No,” she. said, with a good 
deal of. concern. 

I said, “Is it the saints?” 

She said, “No.” 

“Is it the Virgin Mary?” 

Tears came into her eyes and 


“NO, : ‘Tt: ‘is: fiot a 


Ever Offere 


by Dr Merrill C. Tenney 


Dean of Graduate School, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois 


“T pray thee have me excused.”’—Luke 14:18. 


Invitations are always intriguing. The square white enve- 
lope that the postman brought to your door this morning 
may contain a request to attend a wedding, or it may an- 
nounce a banquet of some club or organization which you are 
privileged to attend, or it may simply inquire whether you 
and your wife can have dinner and spend a pleasant evening 
with some intimate friend. Generally such invitations are 
welcome, and we accept them if we can possibly do so. 


In the fourteenth chapter of; 


the Gospel of Luke is a story of 
how Jesus was invited to a din- 
ner. While He was reclining at the 
table, eating the food and listen- 
ning to the conversation, some man 
remarked in a _ pious platitude, 
“Blessed is he that shall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God.” Appar- 
ently he had the idea that the 


only for the favored few and that 
the majority of men were exclud- 
ed simply because God was not 
interested enough in them to in- 
vite them to share in it. 

The answer of Jesus is a revela- 
tion of the heart and purpose of 
God toward men. He told a story 


(Continued on page 8) entrance into God’s kingdom was 


Nome Secrets of Success 
In the Ministry 


By Dr. W. B. Riley 
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Minneapolis, 1897-1942 


of a king who invited a group of’ 


men to a banquet, but each one 

consistently refused with the 

words, “I pray thee have me ex- 
(Continued on page 11) 


Dean Merrili C. Tenney 


Founder, Northwestern Schools; Died, 1947 


STUDIOUS HABITS 


Of all the speakers whose per- 
sonal record we have in New 
Testament teaching, Paul is easily 
the most prominent. It will not be 
a disappointment therefore, nor 
seem indeed incongruous, that we 
should quote him on each of these 
subjects. 


To Timothy he wrote (II, 2:15) 
“Study to shew thyself approved 


We purposely refrain from starting this article with a 
text because we expect to emphasize not one, but three brief 
passages of Scripture in this discussion. 


not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.” 

In this passage the Apostle 
touches upon one of the most 
prominent factors, if not the one 
of par excellence, in ministerial] 
success—‘“study!”’ 


Studious Habits Are Essential 
in Education! 
The truest education is not the 


HURRY £ 


Special subscription campaign to close at mid- 
night, March 30. Low, bargain rates to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, with . 
sift premium of PRAYER book, end 
in 19 days. Rush your subscriptions 
to us without further delay, 
please! 


By Evangelist Robert L, Sumner 
Editorial Assistant 


unto God, a workinan that needeth 


I said, “That is fine; on that} 
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mere compassing of a curriculum, 
not merely the completion of a 
prescribed course and the secur- 
ing of a sheepskin! In fact, diplo- 
imas are sometimes egregious de- 
ceptions. The man who takes one 
without having learned how to 
study and having come to love the 
employment is, on his Commence- 
ment day, a subject of self-decep- 
tion, We know not a few minister's 
who have an A.B. back of them, 
-+but whose brains are still quite 
impotent, and whose thinking pro- 
cesses are unoiled and unemployed. 
Better quit college at the com- 
mencement of the sophomore year 
-|adiligent student than walk proud- 
ly from the Commencement plat- 
form, diploma in hand, intellect- 
ually indolent and study-indispos- 
— ed. 

oS The great Dr. Arnold is reputed 
| to have been asked by a father 
why his boy should learn Latin. 
‘|“When he has finished his educa- 


(Continued on page 7) 


Dr. W. B. Riley 


“ 


- 


The memorable midnight gallop 
of America’s famous silversmith, 
Paul Revere, would seem like the 
cumbersome crawl of 
American box turtle in comparison 
with the speed readers of Am- 
erica’s foremost.evangelistic week- 
ly, THE SworpD OF THE  LorD, 
ought to manifest*in filling out 
the coupon on page 6. An un- 
usual opportunity like this one 
should be snapped up with the 
lightning-like speed and happy en- 
thusiasm of a small boy devour- 
ing his favorite ice cream! 

We have been offering, for al- 
most two months, subscriptions 
to THE Sworp OF THE LOorRD at 
tremendously low, bargain rates. 


| Instead of the usual price of $2.50 


for one year’s “subscription, we 
have been taking them at the rate 
of 3 years for $5—then giving a 
lovely, 328-page book as a prem- 
ium, without ‘ additional cost! 
Surely it is not necessary to be 
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named MacTavish to see the sav- 
ings-value-bargain in this offer! 

But the problem does not main- 
ly consist of getting folks to see 
the value of our offer—anyone 
can see that! Our difficulty lies 
in the problem of getting folks to 
do something, to act on it. Let 
me illustrate! For approximately 
two months now you have been 
reading about the special offer 
in THE SworD OF THE LorD. Dur- 
ing that entire period you have 
been telling yourself something 
like this, “I am certainly going to 
take advantage of that special 
subscription campaign. I want to 
get one, or several, of those free 
Prayer books and I'd like to re- 
new my own subscription or sub- 
scribe for others, at that tremen- 
dous savings.” But have you? No, 
for almost two months you have 
put it off. For almost two months 


(Continued on page 5) 
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BOOKS FOR 


Christian Leaders Name Books Which Have Mo 


By Evangelist Walter Handford, 
Vice-President, Sword of the Lord Foundation 


Fifteen 


Christian leaders in America graciously re- 


sponded to several questions which we asked about books. 
Pastors will be especially helped by this listing of books which 
these men mentioned as having greatly influenced their lives 


| for the Lord. 


The following are the Christian | 


editor, helped compile this list: | a 


leaders who, together with the 

Evangelist Hyman Appelman; 
Rey. Richard V. Clearwaters, pas- 
tor, Fourth Baptist Church, Min- 
neapolis; Dr. William Culbertson, 
president, Moody Bible Institute; 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president, 
Wheaton College; Dr, E. Schuyler 
English, editor, Our Hope maga- 
zine; Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, Fuller 


Seminary; Dr. J. H. Hunter, editor, | 
The Hvangelical Christian; Dr. 


Robert G. Lee, pastor, Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Memphis; Dr. T. 
Roland Philips, pastor, Arlington 
Presbyterian Church, Baltimore; 


classic, The Christian's Secret of 
Happy Life, Finney’s Revival 
Lectures, and In His Steps, by 
James M. Sheldon. A number of 
books not particularly of Christian 
nature were listed such as Shake- 
speare’s. works, Macaulay's His- 
torical EHssays, Gibbon’s Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
Green's Short History of+ the 
English People and Ptato’s fe- 
public. 

Matthew Henry’s _five-volume 
commentary was chosen by the 
largest group of men as being the 
'most helpful for the preacher. 
Jamieson, Faussett and Brown's 


Dr. Alan Redpath, pastor, Moody | one-volume commentary was also 


Church, Chicago; Dr. Wilbur M.} mentioned, 


Smith; 
Walker, 


Fuller Seminary; 


editor, Christian 


and. a number prefer- 


Robert | red Lange’s Commentary for their 
@ife| work. Notes on 


the Pentateuch 


magazine, and Bernard and Pat! by C. H. M., Edersheim's Life 


Zondervan of Zondervan Publish- 
ers in Grand Rapids. Dr. Wilbur 
Smith did such a thorough job 
of analyzing the books’ which 
meant most to his life that his 
material is published beside this 
article. 

Three books; 3Sunyan’s~ Pil- 
grim’s Progress, Autobiography of 
Charles G. Finney and Memoirs of 
fiIcCheyne, by Andrew Bonar, were 
each named on four lists. Three 
men mentioned What the 
Teaches by R. A. Torrey. Mention- 
ed twice each were: George Muller 
of Bristol by A. T. Pierson, The 
Biography of David Livingstone, 
The Lafe and. Diary of David 
Brainerd by Jonathan Edwards, 
Grace Abounding to the Chief of 
Sinners, by Bunyan, The Trial and 
Death of Jesus Christ by Stalker, 
The Suffering Saviour by Krum- 
macher, Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual 
Secret, A Quest for Souls by 
George W. Truett, How to Work 
jor Christ by R. A. Torrey, Hodges’ 
systematic Theology, The Inspira- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures by 
Gaussen, and James Orr’s A Chris- 
tin View of God and the World. 

Three books about Moody were 
mentioned, Bush Aglow by Ells- 
worth Day, Why God Used D. L. 
fToody by R. A. Torrey, and The 
Life and Work of Moody by J. 
VSibur Chapman. 


Altogether well over 100 books 
were mentioned, so we cannot 
name them all. (It goes without 
Saying that the Bible was most 
important.) Some of the better 
known books listed; in addition to 
those already mentioned, 
Farrar’s Life of Christ, Alexander 
Whyte'’s Bible Characters, The 


Bible? 


and Times of Jesus the Messiah, 
the Davis Bible Dictionary, the 
International Standard Bible En- 
cyclopedia and Robertson’s Word 
Pictures in the Greek New Testa- 
ment were mentioned as standard 
works deserving a place in the 
minister's library. 

I wish we had time to quote 
completely all the material that 
came from the Christian leaders 
who helped us with this lst of 
books. There were so many inter- 
esting sidelights which helped me 
to understand these men better 
through the books which they had 
listed. To a remarkable extent it 
appears that men are a product 
of the books which they read and 
allowed to influence their lives. To 
this day one can see the influence 
of Amy Carmichael’s poems and 
John Oxenham’s Bees in Amber 
on Dr. V. Raymond Edman, be- 
loved president of Wheaton Col- 
lege. Naturally enough, Dr. Wil- 
liam Culbertson, president 
Moody Bible Institute, lists Why 
God Used D. L. Moody by R. A. 
Torrey and The Life and Work of 
D. L. Moody by J. Wilbur Chap- 
man as having had a profound in- 
fluence on his service for the Lord. 
The fact that both Pat and Bernie 
Zondervan, of Zondervan Publish- 
ers, listed many of the great bio- 
graphies of well-known Christians 
‘makes one sure that in their early 
home life the young Zondervan 
boys were strongly urged to read 
these great biographies. 

Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, of Fuller 
| Seminary, in commenting on J. 


were | Gresham Machen’s great book, The 


i yy . ’ ei 
| Origin of Paul’s Religion, says, 
“During seminary days, I took 


Imitation of Christ by Thomas | this to bed, with me one midnight, 
A’Kempis, Hannah Whitall Smith’s’ and stayed with it until the last 
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“These Books Most Influenced 
My Life’ 


' By Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
Professor of English Bible 
Fuller Theological Seminary 


In reply to your request that I 
recommend ‘‘ten books that most 
influenced your life,’’ perhaps it 
would be permissible for me to 
set this forth in autobiographical 
form. This is the first time I have 
done anything of this. nature, 
though during the last twenty-five 
years I have drawn up many lists 
of important books for Bible stu- 
dents, not necessarily the books 
that have most “influenced” me, 
though in some cases the two 
would be identical. 

By way of introduction, some- 
thing should be said on the gen- 
eral subject of the influence of 
books in our lives. This is deter- 
mined by a number of factors, a 
very important one being a per- 
son’s own likes and dislikes. Just 
as different people like different 
styles of architecture for the 
homes in which they live, so also 
in the matter of literature: even 
in the Christian ministry, it is 
possible for one book to have a 
great influence on one student, 
and no influence at all on some- 
one else who has read it. Another 
powerful factor in the influence 
of books is, of course, the volumes 
that come our way. There are 
many men in the ministry today 
who have never had the good 
fortune to be confronted with a 
large number of significant works 
in the field of Christian literature: 
some who have even been through 
college and seminary have been de- 
prived of a perusing of ‘the great 
Christian classics. And. after all, 
in order to be influential in a 
life, that book must cross one’s 
path; though no one will live long 
enough to read even all the more 
outstanding books, 


My mother was a great reader, 
and had a beautiful library of 
choice volumes, but I never re- 
call that she deliberately pointed 
out to me some book that ought 
to be read. She taught me to read 
when I was five years of age, and 
for that I shall be forever .grate- 
ful. Good books were always 
around the house, but they were 
never forced on us; in fact, I con- 
tinually secured books of my own 
choice, and sometimes they were 
not what either of my parents 
would want to spend much time 
with. 

The high school which we at- 
tended (Lakeview High School, 
on Ashland and Irving Park Blvd., 
in Chicago) had a number of 
superb teachers. Some of them 


chapter, before I could put it aside 

a truly major work.”’ 

Evangelist Hyman 
says, “If there is any one book 
that has stirred my soul during the 
past months, it has been Dr. V. 
R. Edman’s Finney Lives On. This 
is undoubtedly so because the book 
is better than well written, be- 
cause it is again the saga of the 
very topmost evangelist America 
has ever produced.” 

And a very interesting foot- 
note by author E. Schuyler Eng- 
lish after his listing of H. A. Tron- 
side, Ordained of the Lord follows: 

“A word of explanation is due 
here since I myself wrote the 
biography. It was not the book 
itself but the reading of the source 
material necessary for its prepara- 
tion—Dr. Ironside’s diaries, his 
books and sermons, and volum- 
inous personal items that were 
jotted down over a period of sev- 
eral years—that was used of God 
to influence my thinking and min- 
istry.” 
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Dr. Wilbur M. 


Smith 


wrote the very textbooks used 
in their classes. The instructor 
in botany, Dr. Pepoon, exercised 
such an influence over mé that I 
felt called at that time to spend 
my life in the field of botany. 
Among other things I read was a 
book that truly fascinated me, 
the pen and ink drawings of which 
are still vividly in my mind, 
Sketches of Creation, by Alexan- 
der Winchell, a man now forgot- 
ten, but at that time Professor of 
Geology in the University of Michi- 
gan, and a stalwart Christian. In 
the English Literature course we 
studied Sir, Walter Scott’s The 
Talisman, a work which so. en- 
tranced me that I. determined, 
then and there, that someday I 
would be responsible for an il- 
lustrated edition of this classic of 
the crusading period. I began a 
scrapbook on it, but of course 
that has long since disappeared. 
Especially was I drawn by the 
author’s description of Engedi 
(Which he spelled Engaddi), on 
the desolate shores of the Dead 
Sea, where, in his story, Theodor- 
ick, the hermit, lived in a cave. To 
this very day, each time I come 
upon the word Exngedi in the 
Scriptures, those pages in Sir Wal- 
ter Scott come to mind. Little did 
I know then that, Dy God’s grace 
and goodness, I would see those 
very shores twice in my lifetime. 
It was at this time I first came 
to know Milton’s glorious Ode on 
the Morning of Christ’s Nativity 
and I never let a Christmas go by 
without reading it aloud. 

At the Moody Bible Institute, 
Dr. Gray would, on rare occasions, 
vigorously recommend some vol- 
ume to us, two of which were 
Samuel J. Andrews’ Christianity 
and Anti-Christianity in Their 
Final Conflict, and, now very 
scarce, Martin Anstey’s remark- 
able Bible Chronology. During 
that time there came to lecture 
at the Institute no less a scholar 
than Sir William Ramsay. I listen- 
ed to him, spellbound, every after- 
noon in the downtown YMCA, and 
every evening in the auditorium 
of the old. Moody Church. His 
books have had a lasting influence 
over my thinking, particularly the 
epochal volume, St. Paul the 
Traveller andl Roman Citizen 
(London, 1895), and his priceless 
work, The Bearing of Recent Dis- 
covery on the Trustworthiness of 
the New Testament (1914). 

One summer, between terms at 
college, there fell into my hands 
James H. Breasted’s famous vol- 
ume, Ancient Times, a History of 
the Early World (1916), the first 
survey of ancient history in the 
light of modern knowledge in our 


i language, with beautiful illustra- 


tions, full bibliographies, ete. 


| ‘There were times when, so weary 
= from pitching hay on one of my 


father’s farms in southern Illinois, 
I could not. eat supper, but would 
lie in bed and read this book by. 
the hour. From that time to this, 
the perusal of any standard history 
of the ancient world has been a 
joyous experience for me. 


For my oral examination before 


New Castle Presbytery, I was ad- 
vised to read through the great 
three-volume work by Charles 
Hodge, Systematic Theology. This 
opened my eyes to a whole world 
of profound truths, ably set forth, 
and in subsequent years, except 
for its weak section in eschatology, 
I have never been disappointed in 
turning to this work for help on 
theological questions, It is an edu- 
cation to read these pages which, 
said the Cambridge. History of 
American Literature some years 
ago, are written in Miltonic style, 

During my first years in the 
ministry, four authors had un- 
usual influence over my thinking 
and preaching. Probably no book 
up to the time I was thirty years 


of age, influenced me more than ~ 


did Dr. G. Campbell Morgan’s 
greatest work, The Crises of the 
Christ (New York, 1903) a volume 
that should be in every minister’s 
library. My own copy is marked 
from beginning to end. Then be- 
gan a serious study, for at least 
two hours every morning, in the 
quiet of that seaside village, Ocean 
City, Md.,. especially in prepara- 
tion for messages on the Lord’s 
Day, of the monumental com- 
mentary on the New Testament 
edited by H. A. W. Meyer, and Al- 
ford’s four-volume New Testament 
for English Readers (though later, 
of course, my preference was his 
more exhaustive work , The Greek 
Testament). About this time also I 
Started reading what is perhaps 
the greatest life of Christ ever 
written, that by John Peter Lange, 
The Life and Times of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the English trans- 
lation of which appeared in four 
volumes, Edinburgh, 1872. No one 
can look into Lange for a half- 
hour without being lifted into the 
heavenly places. I shall always re- 
member with joy the day, in 
Leary’s Bookstore in Philadelphia, 
that I picked up the two-volume 
quarto edition of Conybeare and 
Howson, The LAfe and Epistles of 
St. Paul, with its attractive steel 
engravings. No work | on 
Apostle Paul has supplanted this, 
in the-one hundred years since its 
publication. 


Another memorable afternoon 
was that in Ocean City when a 
Presbyterian minister from the 
Jersey coast, once a leader in the 
Salvation Army in Australia, and 
a close friend of General William 
Booth, who frequently blessed our 
home with his visits when. vaca- 
tioning at Ocean City, reached up 
to my set of Joseph Parker’s The 
People’s Bible, and, taking down 
Volume I, turned to the chapter 
on Genesis 1:26-31, “The Mak- 
ing of Man,” and said to me, 
“Have you ever read these lines?” 
and then began reading aloud— 
‘We should resent the suggestion 
that Beethoven or Handel is the 
author of all the noise that passes 
under the name of music. Yet we 
say God made man! Look at man 
and repeat the audacity if you 
dare! Lying, drunken, selfish man: 
plotting, scheming, cruel man...’ ”’ 


In the years that followed, I have 
read thousands of books, and once 
reviewed from fifty to sixty an- 
nually. But only a few works stand 
out as having great influence in 
one’s thinking, and preaching, and 
comprehension of the Word of God. 
Those uppermost in my mind I 
mention here without any detailed 
comment. The greatest work on 
the deity of Christ ever written, 
should be mastered by everyone 
standing in a pulpit today—Canon 
H. P. Liddon’s Bampton Lectures, 
for 1866, The Divinity of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Add to 
this James Stalker’s still classic 
The Trail and Death of Jesus 
Christ, and, a work that must be 
read slowly, to which one could 
Well assign one hour every day for 
a year, the monumental threec- 
volume Introduction to the New 
Testament, by Theodore Zahn, a 
conservative New Testament 
scholar without equal at the end 
of the nineteenth century. Then, 
of course, there is that superlative 
work of another generation, The 
Epistle of John Expounded in G 
Series of Lectures, by Robert 5. 
Candlish, which was exceedingly 
scarce until reprinted a few years 
ago. A work which I used as a 
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Dr. Lee Roberson Attacked 


“By Southern: Baptist Leaders 


Baptist Association Leaders Issue Statement Against High- 


land Park Baptist Church, 
Temple Schools, Which 


Chattanooga, and Tennessee 
Is Quoted by Southern 


Baptist Papers in Concerted Attack 
By the Editor 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD is an 
jnterdenominational, fundamental 
Christian revival magazine. We 
are for soul winning and defense 
of the faith and sound gospel 
preaching in any denomination or 
outside of any denomination. We 
are against modernism, denomina- 


tional overlordship, against the 
browbeating of Christians and 
taking away the liberties and 


rights of the people, in any denom- 
ination or none. It happens that 
the editor is a Baptist but he is 
just as much against Baptist sin 
as he is against Methodist sin. We 
want it clearly understood that 
we take sides with Christ and the 
Bible as far as we know how, on 
every issue. We are not against 
any denomination as such. We are 
against every modernist by any 


name, against every enemy of the 


independence of the local church, 
against every enemy of Spirit-led 
independence of . the individual 
Christian. 


Dr. Lee Roberson is pastor of 
the Highland Park Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and presi- 
dent of the Tennessee Temple 
Schools, which include a college, 
a Bible institute and semmary. The 
chureh is one of the largest in 
the world with over 12,000 mem- 
bers. The Tennessee Temple 
Schools, in a few short years, have 
reached an annual enrollment this 
year of over 700 students, with 
some 98 per cent of its students 
preparing for full-time Christian 
work, the ministry, foreign mis- 
sions, etc. 


Local Association Officials 
Issue Statement Against 
Church and Schools . 


December 13, the executive com- 
mittee of the Hamilton County 
Baptist Association (the denom- 
inational organization of. that 
county which includes Chatta- 
nooga) met and issued the fol- 
lowing public statement: 

“Because of the misunder- 
Standing and inquiry from sec- 
tions of our Southern Baptist 
Convention territory relative to 
Tennessee ‘'emple_ Schools, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, we, the 
Executive Committee of the 
Hamilton County Baptist Asso- 
ciation, affiliated with the Ten- 
nessee Baptist Convention and 
The Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, do hereby present the fol- 
lowing facts: 

‘1. The Tennessee Temple 
Schools are closely associated 
with the Highland Park Baptist 
Church; Dr. Lee Roberson is 
President of the Schools and 
Pastor of the Church. 


“2. The sympathies of the 
Highland Park .Baptist Church 
are not with the Southern.Bap- 
tist Mission Program, but with 
the World Wide Faith Mission 
Movement. Even though con- 
nected with the Hamilton 
County Baptist Association, only 
a token expression of coopera- 
tion is manifested. Their finan- 
cial contributions to the Coop- 
erative Program are extremely 
small compared to their total 
Mission contributions. The Ten- 
nessee Temple Schools are not a 
part of the educational program 
of Tennessee Baptists or South- 
ern. Baptists, and are not af- 
filiated with the Education 
Commission of the ‘Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. After 
thorough investigation we have 
found that Tennessee Temple 
College is not accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. (‘Fully 
licensed’ does not mean accredit- 
ed.) 

“3. Since this School is not ac- 
credited and does not cooperate 
with our Southern Baptist pro- 
gram, and does not promote our 
cause and program, and has 
shown a non-cooperative atti- 
tude, the Executive Committee 
of the Hamilton County Baptist 


Association urges our coopera- 
tive Baptist students to seriously 
consider these facts before 
choosing a school. 

‘The above facts are present- 
ed with one purpose in mind: 
that students and Pastors over 
our Southern Baptist Convention 
territory may have an under- 
standing of the attitude, and 
Cooperation of the Tennessee 
Temple Schools.” 

The above action was taken 
without once contacting Dr. Lee 
Roberson or any member of his ad- 
ministrative staff. And it was sent 
broadcast to Southern Baptist pap- 
ers and Southern Baptist leaders. 
I understand that already ten 
Southern Baptist papers have pub- 
lished this attack on the High- 
land Park Baptist Church and the 
Tennessee Temple Schools. 


Dr. Lee Roberson and 
Helpers Answer 


In a very kindly letter, Dr. Rob- 
erson and his associates answered 
the attack simply by giving facts. 
In a full-page ad in the Chat- 
tanooga News-Free Press, for De- 
'cember 23, Dr. Roberson and his 
‘committee issued the following 
statement: 


“In the light of this action, 
the Executive Committee of 
Tennessee Temple Schools, con- 


sisting of: Dr. Lee Roberson, 
Chairman; Mr. Arnold Cham- 
bers, Secretary; Mr. E. Cecil 


Phillips, Mr. H. R. McLaughlin, 
Dr. John Herrmann, Mr. Way- 
mon Farrar, Mr. G. K. Casteel, 
Mrs. Sidney Scott and Dr. J. R. 
Faulkner, feels that the Baptist 
people of Hamilton County and 
the Greater Chattanooga Area, 
and all of the friends of this 
work should be properly in- 
formed of the spirit, purpose 
and achievements of these great 
institutions. 


SOME FACTS REGARDING THE 
WORK OF THE HIGHLAND 
PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 

“1. The Highland Park Baptist 
Church has held membership in 
the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion for over fifty years, and 
has contributed regularly and 
faithfully to Southern Baptist 
causes through the Co-operative 
Program to this very day. 


“2. In November, 1954, the 
membership of the Highland 


Park Baptist Church numbered 
12,327. The Sunday School en- 
rollment was 7,525. The Training 
Union enrollment was 1,700, 

“3. During the twelve years 
Dr. Roberson has pastored the 
Highland Park Batpist Church, 
9126 have been baptized into 
its..membership and approxi- 
mately 6,000 others have ac- 
cepted Christ and have joined 
other churches. 

“4. The church has conducted 
daily and weekly radio broad- 
casts to the people of the 
Greater Chattanooga Area for 
twelve years. 

“)S. The church publishes a 
weekly paper called the ‘Evan- 
gelist,’ which is mailed to every. 
member. of the church and to 
many friends throughout the 
nation and foreign countries.” 

“6. The church conducts ser- 
vices in twenty-eight chapels in 
the general Chattanooga area, 
all of which are supported from 
our work. From this chapel pro- 
gram, many splendid churches 
have been organized, such as the 
Lookout Mountain Baptist 
Church, The Brainerd Hills 
Baptist Church, The Park City 
Baptist Church, The Sale Creek 
Baptist Church and the Ridge- 
view Baptist Church of Cleve- 
land, Tennessee, 

“7 The church organized and 
supports the work of Tennessce 
Temple Schools. The entire pro- 
gram of which includes Ten- 
nessee Temple College, Tennes- 


see Temple Bible School, Temple 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and Temple Grammar School. 
The College, Bible Sehool and 
Seminary have sent out over 500 
graduates in only nine years of 
operation and now have enrolled 
657 students from thirty-one 
states and eight foreign coun- 
tries. 

“8. The church organized and 
conducts the work of Camp Joy, 
on Lake Chickamauga for un- 
derprivileged boys and_ girls. 


Since it began in 1946, the camp | 


has accommodated 7,200 chil- 
dren without cost to them. How- 
ever, $79,647.23 has been spent 
for this work. 

“9, The church sponsors and 
with the aid of interested friends 


helps to maintain ‘the work of 


Union Gospel Mission, 1260 Mar- 
ket Street. Since 1950, the Mis- 
sion has been operated at the 
cost of $40,374.75. During the 
course of its operation, the Mis- 
sion has recorded 2,372 conver- 
sions, has furnished beds for 27,- 
098 and has fed meals to 109,- 
647 men. In the last two years 
of its operation, the Mission has 
given away to the needy friends 
of Chattanooga alone, .66,627 
pieces of clothing. 


“10. The total budget for the 
operation of this work for the 
past twelve years has been §$2,- 
427,982.43; $1,243,685.35 of which 
has gone for the support of 
missionaries at home and abroad. 
‘The church now contributes to 
the support of 124 full-time mis- 
sionaries. 

“11. (a) The Highland Park 
Baptist Church is an evangel- 
istic church. We believe the 
winning of souls to be the most 
important endeavor of any 
church. 


“(b) The Highland Park Bap- 
tist Church is missionary. We 
are vitally concerned for the 
Salvation of men and women 
throughout the world. For this 
reason, 50 per cent of our offer- 
ings go to the mission cause. 

“(c) Highland Park Baptist 
Chureh is premillennial. Christ 
Himself said, ‘I will come again.’ 
It is our firm conviction that 
the Lord may come at any mo- 
ment to receive His own. His 
coming for the saints precedes 
the tribulation, after which He 
comes with His saints to reign 
for a thousand years. Under- 


girding our evangelistic and mis- | 


sionary zeal is our faith in the 
Lord’s return. 

“(d) The Highland Park Bap- 
tist Church is fundamental. We 
are founded upon the Word of 
God. We believe the Bible 
God’s inspired, infallible Word. 
As a church, we seek to follow 
the New Testament pattern. 

‘“(e) The Highland Park Bap- 
tist Church is a BAPTIST 
church. We believe in the abso- 
lute autonomy of the local body, 
and we believe that the local 
church has full right by the 
authority of God’s Word and 
by tradition to govern itself 
under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit as God directs. 


SOME FACTS REGARDING THE 
WORK OF TENNESSEE 
TEMPLE SCHOOLS 
“1. Tennessee Temple Schools 
embrace the following: A four- 
year liberal arts College, Sem- 
inary, Bible School and Elemen- 
tary School. A catalogue des- 
cribing the work offered will be 
sent on request. Address Ten- 
nessee Temple Schools, Chat- 
tanooga, ‘Tennessee. 
“2. Tennessee Temple College 
and Bible School were founded 
in 1946 by unanimous vote of 


the Highland Park Baptist 
Church. The. Seminary. was 


started in 1948, the Elementary 
School in 1951. 


“3. Every full-time teacher in 
the College, Bible School, Sem- 
inary and Elementary School is 
a separated, consecrated Chris- 
tian, is a Baptist, and belongs to 
a Southern Baptist Church. A 
number of different Baptist 
Churches are represented in the 
faculty. 


“4. ‘Tennessee Temple Schools 
are faith institutions. We are 
not sponsored by any denomina- 
tion. We are not endowed. We 
have sought no recognition from 
any denomination or group. 
How is this work financed? By 
faithful friends who believe in 
the distinctive ministry of our 
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Paul O. Raker 


By Editor John R. Rice 


In 1947 this editor was engaged 
in a city-wide campaign in Wins- 


ee 
1d | 
' 


ton-Salem, North Carolina, in a 
large tobacco barn. Among the 
blessed results an earnest young 
Christian, Paul O. Raker, felt the 
call of God to preach and laid his 
‘life on the altar as an evangelist. 
| He hada wonderful ministry in the 
Moravian churches and then in 


tist Church. He has had blessed 


Hist was ordained in Calvary Bap- 


'revival campaigns, has built up a/ 
| fine local work called Faith Taber- | 

+ } 
North | 


inacle in Winston-Salem, 
| Carolina. 

Rev. W. Herbert Brown, who is 
/now professor of New Testament 
‘Interpretation in Piedmont Bible 
‘Schools at Winston-Salem writes: 

“Evangelist Paul Raker grew up 
as a Moravian here in Winston- 
Salem. Shortly after I became pas- 
tor of Gaivary Baptist Church, he 
was received into our fellowship 
and praved‘to be of great blessing 
to us. 

“Believing that God’s hand was 
upon him for the work of an evan- 
gelist, the church authorized me to 
call’ together other ministers, in- 
cluding the Pilot Mountain Associ- 
ation’s committee on ordinations, 
to examine Brother Raker for or- 
dination. He was unanimously rec- 
ommended and ordained, 

“Paul O. Raker is a man of faith 
and courage; he preaches straight 
from the shoulder, hitting sin and 
sins hard; he pulls no punches 
about the ‘doubtful things;’ he 
loves lost people and uses con- 
secrated commonsense in dealing 
‘with them; his sermons are full of 
the Word of God.” 

Rev. Luther J. Matthews, pastor 
of Konnoak Baptist Church, Win- 
ston-Salem, commends’ Brother 

taker’s evangelistic work most 
heartily. He says: 

“T have known the above named 
person approximately eight years. 
During this time I have associated 
with him on various occasions, in- 
cluding a series of Revival Services 
in the church of which I was pas- 
tor and he did the preaching. 

‘Tt is my candid opinion that he 
is called of God and has the evi- 
dent gift of an evangelist. The 
‘Holy Spirit has endowed him with 


| a strong and active faith. His work 
| as.a winner of souls has been stain" 


ised of the Lord. 
| “T commend him as an honest, 
sincere, straightforward, beloved 
'and diligent servant of the Lord.” 

Rev. Howard G. Foltz of Leaks- 
ville Moravian Church, Leaks- 
ville, North Carolina, who has had 
Evangelist Raker in two evange- 
listic campaigns, commends him as 
“a man of great faith and much 
prayer. He has been a diligent and 
faithful student of the Bible; he 
believes it and preaches it with ali 
his ‘soul and being.” 

Rev. T. L. Roper of Oak Street 
Baptist Church, Shady Dale, Geor- 
gia; Rev. Lloyd Gochenour, pastor 
of The Peoples Church, Harrison- 
burg, Virginia, have had Brother 
Raker in revival campaigns and 
write in glowing terms of his min- 
istry. Brother _Gochenour says, 
“Rey, Raker conducted a two week 
evangelistic campaign for The 
Peoples Church which proved to 
be one of the finest campaigns that 
we have ever had.” 

All of these pastors emphasize 
Brother Raker’s 


use, his personal faith and prayer 
life and zeal. 
This editor has kept in close 


the years and I do not hesitate to 
recommend him without reserva- 


schools and pray and’ give as 
directed by the Holy Spirit. 

“5 Tennessee Temple Schools 
stand for the fundamentals of 
the faith. We believe and teach 
the Bible. We give emphasis to 
evangelism, missions, separated 
living, and the  premillennial 
second coming of Christ. 

“G. Tennessee Temple Schools 


devoted Christian Service. 
Ninety-five per cent of our stu- 
dents are preparing. for full- 
time Christian work; that is, 
they are going to be pastors, 


(Continued on page 5) 


unusual know- | 
ledge of the Bible and its constant | 


ed 


touch with Brother Raker through | 


| 


are dedicated to the task of | 
teaching and training youth for) 
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Evangelist Paul Raker 


tion. He is a strong, spiritual Bible 
believer, a man of faith, prayer, of 
power and a charming preacher oi 
the Word. 

While he expects to maintain 
his headquarters with the Faith 
Tabernacle, Inc., in Winston-Salem, 
Brother Raker should be kept busy 
much of the year in revival cam- 
paigns. Address him at P. O. 
Box 422, Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina: 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


Ins and Outs of Romanism 
by. Dr. J. Zacchelle | 


Dr. V. R. Edman, Pres. Wheaton Col- | 
lewe says: ‘Very valuable informatio! 
on Romanism given by one who knows 
whereof he speaks...’ 

Evang. Bill Rice: ‘This book gives 
more factual information about the Ro- 
man Catholie church than any other 
book I huve ever read...’ 

Dr. Bob Jones, Jr: ‘I am placing ' 
this book first because it contains : 
warning which America badly needs. .’ 
$2.00 per copy. 

THE CONVERT, Dept. SW 

P. O. Box 90, Clairton, Penna. 


AMAZING WORLD-WIDE RESULTS 


through use of our up-to-date 
soul-winning gospel 


FILMSTRIPS & SLIDES 


Send Today fo. 
FREE ILLUSTRATED 
$-page catalogue. 


Tabernaele Pictures 
P.O. Box 1148-1 
Tacoma 1, Wash. 


CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 
ON’ TFHE BIBLE 


For over a century—the inspiration 
and authority for devout Bible 
students 


The classic in its field—the commen- 
tary that illuminates God's Word 
for both the scholar and the 
humble seeker for truth 


“For your lifetime work and study— 


Clarke’s Commentary 


will remain your trustworthy 
guide to the full richness of the 
Scriptures, 


Six big volumes—beavutifully bound 
More than 4,000 pages in the set 
Per Volume, $4.50 
Per Set, $24.50 


at all bookstores 
ABINGDON PRESS 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
WILL USUALLY BE BY JUDGES 0} 
THE SWORD BOOK CLUB AND WILI 
BE SIGNED. 


IN THIS COLUMN 


WHEN A CHRISTIAN SINS, 
by John R. Rice, Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. 
134 pages, $1.75. 


This little volume is scriptural, 
sensible, and helpful. Those who 
feel that they have attained to a 
state of sinless perfection will re- 
sent part of Dr. Rice’s emphasis. 
Chapter 1 particularly will offend 
them; but in this chapter Dr. Rice 
sets forth some of the clearest 
scriptural exposition on the nature 
of the Christian and his relation 
to God and his attitude toward 
sin. Here is a little book that will 
help every kind of Christian all 
the way from the self-satisfied and 
the self-righteous down to the one 
who feels defeated and broken in 
Spirit because of his failure to at- 


tain perfection. 
DR. BOB JONES, JR. 


BENEDICTE’S SCRAPBOOK, 
by William B. Gamble, William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 252 pages, 
$3.95. 


This is a compilation of hundreds 
of illustrations taken from some 
thirty scrapbooks which the au- 
thor’s father had gathered during 
his ministry. They are grouped 
under various titles such as char- 
acter, conscience, etc., and so are 
easily found. An index of the topics 
also adds to this ease. 


It has been said that good illus- 
trations are “windows through 
Which an audience can see,” and 
for the most part these are so well 
chosen that many a sermon and 
lecture will be the more helpful. 
Some are in the form of poetry 
and some are stories, but all which 
I have had time to read are ex- 
cellent. This book is a must for 
the pastor and public speaker. It 
is well printed and will serve its 
owner well. 

DR. T. ROLAND PHILIPS 


COMMENTARY on the EPIS- 
TLE to the ROMANS, by Martin 
Luther; translated by J. Theodore 
Mueller, Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
207 pages, $2.95. 


This is Martin Luther’s powerful 
commentary on the book of Ro- 
mans. Martin Luther himself was 
probably converted through the 
reading of .Romans 1:17 and this 
Jed to the great Reformation. 
Years later John Wesley was saved 
by hearing another read a portion 
of this book. It is one of the great 
Christian classics and I am thank- 
ful it is now available in the Eng- 
lish language. : 


I am also surprised that I find 
the book so readable, so clear, 
and so interesting. A splendid job 
of translation has been done. 

Here, then, is a verse-by-verse 
commentary on the entire book 
of Romans by one whose own life 
and -lives--of—countless_ thousands 
f{ others were changed ~beeause 
of the truth so clearly revealed 
in these pages. 

EVANGELIST BILL RICE 


THE HOLY SPIRIT in EVAN- 
GELISM, by J. B. Lawrence, Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 88 pages, $1.50. 

Dr. J. B. Lawrence has excelled 
for years in the art of preaching. 
His sermons on various subjects 
have been used to bless the hearts 
of thousands. Dr. Lawrence is at 
his best in this book on the Holy 
Spirit in evangelism. He touches 
the keynote of winning souls when 
he speaks of the Holy Spirit’s work 
in- convicting sinners. He deals em- 
phatically with the soul winner’s 
need to be filled with the Spirit. 
Every Christian will be blessed and 
benefited by the reading of the two 
closing chapters of the book, ‘‘How 
to Be Filled With the Spirit,”’ and 
*“‘What It Means to Be Filled With 
the Spirit.” 

DR. LEE ROBERSON 


TO MAKE MEN FREE, by H. 
Leo Eddleman, Broadman Press, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 128 pages, 
$1.75. 

Thoughtful and thought-provok- 
ing messages by a college president 
who is both sound in the scriptures 
and in scholarship. There is excel- 
jJent and penetrating presentation 
of cardinal, scriptural truths such 


' duction, 


“Wine of Morning” Premiere to 
Be Shoun March 30 at 


Bob Jones 


’ 


“Wine of Morning,” a two hour 
full-color motion picture which 
American Cinematographer, in the 
reprint of the feature article re- 
fers to as “fone of the most ambi- 
tious feature length motion pic- 
tures ever undertaken by a Univer- 
sity,” is the film presentation of 
the novel written by Dr. Bob 
Jones, Jr. 


“Wine of Morning” is an exclu- 
sive Bob Jones University produc- 
tion. 

The script was prepared under 
the direction of Mrs. Gilbert Sten- 
holm, Director of Unusual Films 
of Bob Jones University. The music 
for the entire 2-hour production 
was written by the Division of 
Music of the University. The very 
large cast was chosen entirely 
from the personnel of the Univer- 
sity. The extensive outdoor sets 
were built on the University cam- 
pus and a brook was dammed to 
make the Sea of Galilee. The in- 
terior shots were taken in their 
own professional sound stage, one 
of the largest in the country. The 
elaborate costuming was handled 
from the extension wardrobe of 
the Department of Dramatic Pro- 
duction of the Schogl of Speech. 
Make-up, sound engineering, pro- 
cinema art and photo- 
graphy were all the work of the 
regular staff. 

Authorities who have watched 
the progress of the film praise it 
highly. | 

This is a story of bloodshed 
and ship wreck, of intrigue and 
murder, of love and redemption. 
The panorama of exciting scenes 
moves in flashing color from Naza- 
reth to Cana of Galilee, Caper- 
naum, Jerusalem, Cyprus, Antioch, 
and Caesarea. 

With its huge cast, magnificent 
settings, and gorgeous costumes, 
it is undoubtedly the greatest 
spectacle in the history of evangel- 
ical Christian films.’ This is a 
picture that will stir those who 
love God and bring men to know 
Him. 

The premiere of the film will be 
given at Bob Jones University, 


as the necessity of the new birth, 
the nature of sanctification, the 
final perseverance of the saints, 
and the second coming of the Sav- 
iour. Such is the truth which 


i'makes men free when they receive 


it, believe it, and put it into prac- 
tice. 
DR. V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


BIBLE READINGS for. the 
FAMILY HOUR, by Martin P. Si- 
mon, Moody Press, Chicago, IIl- 
inois. 368 pages, $3.00. 


This book is exactly what its 
title indicates. There is a reading 
for each day of the year, covering 
a wide variety of subjects. There is 
a section on the parables, the suf- 
fering and resurrection of Christ, 
the lives of Moses, Samuel, Esther, 
etc. 

The readings are given in lan- 
guage that even small children can 
understand, and in a way that they 
will appreciate. Questions in con- 
nection with each reading tend to 
keep the children alert to be ready 
with the answer. 

In these days when parents are 
finding it difficult tv maintain the 
daily Bible hour, this book will 
help. Its continuity of theme should 
keep the children expectant, and 
its simplicity of style should en- 


able them to understand. 
DR. T. ROLAND PHILIPS 


THE ADVENTURES OF ANDY 
McGINNIS, by Oswald J. Smith, 
96 pages, published in England by 
Marshall, Morgan and Scott. Ltd. 

Through a series of exciting and 
sometimes. painful episodes, Dr. 
Smith traces the first dawning of 
the gospel message on the heart of 
a young Canadian lad through to 
his conversion in the Torrey-Alex- 
ander campaign in Toronto and 
his later surrender to foreign mis- 
sion service. It is really a fictional- 
ized story of Dr. Smith’s boyhood. 

This is a book which will appeal 
to both boys and girls, and will be 
especially interesting to those who 
have heard Dr. Smith preach. 

Price, $1.00. Order from The 
Peoples Press, Toronto 5, Ontario, 
Canada. ; 

‘Reviewed by JOANNA RICE 


University 


Greenville, South Carolina, the 
evening of March 30, 1955. Im- 
mediately thereafter first showings 
will be given in 20 leading cities. 


Bob Jones University 
Expansion Program 


Announced 


A unanimous decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of Bob Jones 
University at a January meeting 
set plans in motion for a $1,500,000 
expansion program. Members of 
the Board of Trustees residing in 
Greenville were also present at the 
meeting. 

Included in the program are 
plans for a new women’s dormi- 
tory, a Fine Arts building, a large 
gymnasium with a swimming pool, 
and additional faculty housing. 


Two new faculty homes will be 
built this spring and will be ready 
for occupancy by June. Construc- 
tion on the women’s dormitory will 


‘and all speech classes, 


begin in the early fall, with tenta- 
tive plans to complete it for occu- 
pancy in the 1956-57 school year. 


“I hope that we can proceed at 
the rate of one building a year,” 
said Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., president 
of the University, following the 
decision, ‘since the Executive 
Committee has instructed us to go 
ahead with the building program as 
rapidly as the Lord provides the 
funds. ‘ 

“The additional dormitory is 
sorely needed to relieve congestion 
in the present three dormitories for 
women,” continued Dr, Jones, ‘and 
the present classroom facilities 
would be inadequate should the 
University have an enrollment in- 
crease of even a few hundred,” 

When the Fine Arts building is 


completed, the departments of 
painting, sculpture, and _ plastic 
arts, as well as organ studios 


will be 
moved from the academic building. 
Tentative plans for the Fine 
Arts building were drawn up 
several years ago as part of the 
long-range planning program. The 
building will follow the modern 
style of the other cream-brick 
structures on campus and will pro- 
vide sound-proof studios and class- 
rooms for all music classes and 
north light work rooms, studios, 
and classrooms for art classes. A 
small auditorium for student re- 
citals and additional faculty offices 
are also included in the plans. 
The gymnasiums the third pro- 


The most dangerous 
are facing in this day is the subtle 
Satanic conspiracy to sell “relig- 
ion’ as a substitute for good old- 


peril we 


time orthodox Christianity. The 
hearts of men are failing them 
because of what seems to be com- 
ing upon the world; so the devil is 
taking advantage of this. oppor- 
tunity to sell a false brotherhood 
idea of Jews, Catholics, Protes- 
tants, and all other groups. No 
preacher or layman can be a party 
to this conspiracy and be true 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus 
was either the virgin-born Son 
of God, or He wasn’t. He was eith- 
er the Lamb of God to take away 
the sin of the world, or He wasn’t. 
There is no middle ground, and 
there is no neutral position. 


Bob Jones 
where 


University stands 
it has always stood and 
where, by the grace of God, it 
means to stand until the Lord 
comes. We believe that the Bible 
is the Word of God, Jesus Christ 
is the virgin-born Son of God, and 
without the shedding of His blood 
there is no remission of sin, and 


salvation is by grace through faith! 


in His atoning blood. Bob Jones 
University refuses to compromise 
for the sake of popularity or any- 
thing else. It is going to.cost some- 
thing to stand, but we read in 
God’s Word “having done all to 
stand.” 


The devil has softened up a 
good many of: our conservative 
Christians by a subtle effort to 
deify the intellect instead of mag- 
nifying the simple Gospel of God’s 
Saving grace. AS a veteran evan- 
gelist who has been in this work 
for fifty-six years, we are warn- 
ing God’s people of what is ahead 
of us. The impression is being 
made that we are having a world- 
wide spiritual revival, but we are 
not. Bob Jones University is train- 
ing soul-winners who will not 
compromise. Remember, we matri- 
culate over a thousand preachers 
a year, and we have approximate- 
ly four hundred missionary volun- 
teers; but whether’ they are 
preachers or missionaries or just 
laymen, we are drilling into them 
the idea that the Christian’s busi- 
ness is to win as many people as 
possible to the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the shortest time possible. 


Every record will show that the 
academic standards of Bob Jones 
University are just as high as the 
standards of any school in this 
country, but our first interest is 
in the exaltation of Jesus Christ 
and the winning of people to Him. 


We have nobody in the field 
raising money. We are trusting 
God’s people who have an affini- 
ty for the type emphasis Bob 
Jones University gives to supply 
the needs of this institution. We 
need money for buildings, we need 
some more money to help students 
who have to have help to come 
here, and we need money for our 


missionary program. We are 
counting on you. Please let us 


hear from you, and please pray 
daily and earnestly for Bob Jones 
University. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertisement). 
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SORRY, SORRY! 

Because of unexpected 
heavy copy schedule, we are 
again omitting the article, 
LOVE, COURTSHIP AND 
MARRIAGE, by Dr. William 
Orr. We hope to resume series 
next week. 
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ject in the expansion program, 
will be modern in every detail and 
equipped with a swimming pool 
and offices for the physical educa- 
tion department. The fourth phase 
of the expansion program is ad- 
ditional faculty housing. In addi- 
tion to the homes which will be 
built this spring, another block of 
apartments will be erected. 


MAY WE INVITE YOU TO 


REST-A-WHILE 
Write for the All Summer 
Bible Conference Program. 
Manager, Conference Grounds 
Box 87%. Cedar Lake, Indiana 


PEWS, PULPIT « CHANCEL 
— Aurnilire 


¢ ¢ EARLY DELIVERY - « 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


» PA. 


When trouble, sorrow, 
need or any other adver- 
sity afflicts your friends, 
be ready with a tract 
equal to the occasion. 
Many keep a variety on 
hand for sowing as seed 
in harrowed hearts. 


Beautiful—in Colors! 


Friends and others will wel- 
come them and in turn use 
them to help others. They 
meet common problems: 
"'Why | Go to Church," ‘How 
to Pray,"’ "‘'One Church, Why 
many Denominations?'’ 
"Something for Nothing,' 
‘Are You Movie Minded?” 
"An Alarming X-Ray," etc. 
lead naturally to the Bible 
for further guidance. 


Send $1 for a large 
supply of many fine 
tracts and booklets. 


BACK TO GOD TRACT COMMITTEE 


47 JEFFERSON AVENUE 
Grand Rapids 2 Michigan 


ance. Send for free catalog showing 
complete line of buttons and 
all other Sunday School 
supplies and 
accessories. 


Lig 4/ Buttons 


These souvenirs stimulate interest and attend- 


pram 
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Ever Popular 


button for new 
bers, contests, ctc. @ EA 
button in rich colors. @ MOTI 
DAY button—Bible and red and white carna 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL button, two designs: } 
Open Bible in front of Cross; No. 2, Children walking to C 


BIRTHDAY button, two designs: Cake (illustrated) and No. 831." 
and Flowers. @¢ Also RALLY DAY, CHRISTMAS, FLAG, “JESUS SAVES, 
All above bnttons only 25¢ a dozen or $2.00 per 100. 


Order today from your S. S. Supply Dealer or Direct. 
WM. H. DIETZ, INC., 10 S. Wabash Avenue 


© Dept. 95 e Chicago 3, Il 


oe 
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WEEKLY BULLETINS AND 
INSPIRATIONAL INSERTS 


FOR YOUR CHURCH 


BULLETINS are attractively-designed (new 
design each week). Space provided for note-taking 
on sermon—as well as usual space for order of 
service and calendar of events. 


INSERTS are unique. Four pages, punched for 
loose-leaf, feature instructional and inspirational 
helps on Bible study, personal work, tract 
distribution, personal devotions, family altar, 
child guidance. Examine samples available and 
be convinced of the spiritual help and blessing 
they will be to your congregation each week. Bulle- 
tins and inserts harmonize in color and design and 
can be ordered in combination or separately. 


Pastors and lay workers invited to write for FREE 
SAMPLE today. Dept. 53SL 


Bon 413 + Kedonde Beach, Calipomia 
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7 fee iy OY gs 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


“These Books Most Influenced... °’ 


(Continued from page 2) 


text for two or three years while 
at the Moody Bible Institute was 
James Orr’s,The Christian View 
of God and the World. Nothing 
has ever quite taken the place of 
this book—weak in its final pages, 
but otherwise magnificent. Why 


don’t men write books like that. 


today? 

A work now seldom seen, which 
makes~a _ good introduction to 
some prophetic passages in the 
Word of God is The Divine Pro- 
gramme of the World’s History, 
by H. Grattan Guinness. Then, 
though it contains some strange 
things, one should secure, study, 
and restudy, Nathaniel West’s The 
Thousand Years in Both Testa- 
ments. The work by Marcus Rains- 
ford on the 17th chapter of John 
has always been a blessing to me. 


With biographical volumes we 


cannot tarry here, except to men-| 


tion the four-volume _ autobio- 
graphy of Charles H. Spurgeon, 
and Barbour’s life of Alexander 
Whyte. This reminds me _ of 
another series which has been per- 
manently written into my mind 
and ‘heart—Whyte’s Bible Char- 
acters. There are at least twenty- 
passages in the Word of God that 
I have not beén able to read during 
the last quarter-century without 
recalling Whyte’s profound insight 
into them. 

Two books have recently ap- 
peared which I could wish every 
minister in America would secure 
and begin to study: Dr. Bernard 
Ramm’s The Christian View of 
Science and Scripture, and Pro- 
fessor Merrill T. Unger’s scholarly 
Archaeology of the Old Testament. 

I trust that my mentioning so 
many books of former generations 
will not be interpreted as mean- 
ing that I do not try to keep up 
with contemporary literature, but 
for some reason, many of the 
works on biblical subjects publish- 


ed today do not quite stand up to|I need not even finish the 
those of former years—with one] ence. 
exception, and that in the realm| 


of commentaries, particularly 
those by Lenski, Leupold, Gelden- 
huys, ete., but these we need not 
list here. Some books must’ be 
continually at our side, though we 
do not speak of their “influence” 
over us, e.g., Thayer’s Lexicon of 
the New Testament, various Bible 
dictionaries, Stevens and Burton’s 
Harmony of the Gospels, or some 
other harmony, etc. 


One final word: My beloved 
young ministers and Bible stu- 
dents, young or old, there is only 
one way-—there is only one way--- 
in Which the choice literature that 
has gathered around the Word of 
God and the person and work of 
our glorious Lord can ever influ- 
ence our lives, enrich and ennoble 
our thinking, and give us an ever- 
deeper understanding of God’s 
glorious plan of redemption——we 
must read it. Too many ask, 
“What books should I read?”’ and 
some even purchase recommended 
books, but other things crowd in, 
trivial things, secondary things, 
and the books are not read. I know 
of no other way in which to ab- 
sorb into one’s own being the great 
literature of the Church than by 
reading. Oh, the joy, the rich re- 
wards and the abiding worth of 
hours spent behind the closed door 
with the great minds God has 
given to the Church, as they place 
before us the results of their con- 
secrated scholarship, their know- 
ledge of the Word of God, and 
their love for Christ. 


At the end of his life, in prison, 
Paul asked for the books and the 
parchments. His habits of reading 
stayed with him until his execu- 
tion under Nero. If the Apostle 
Paul felt the need of books, after 
the writing of all these inexhaust- 
ible epistles, after beholding all | 
that the Mediterranean world had | 
to offer, and accomplishing a work | 
such as no other man ever di 


} 
sent- | 


ote: HE END. -— 


~ Dr. Lee Roberson Attacked .. . 


(Continued from page 3) 


evangelists, music directors, edu- 
cational directors, etc.... 

“We now have enrolled 657 
students who have come to us 
from 31 states and eight foreign 
countries. 


Ce herd 


i. In the College, work is 
offered toward the Bachelor of 
Arts degree with majors. in 
Bible,’ English, History, Music 
and Secretarial Science. 

“In the Bible School, the 
Graduate of Theology diploma is 
given for three years work and 
the Bachelor of Bible diploma 
for four years. 

“The Seminary. offers’ the 
Bachelor of Divinity degree, the 
Bachelor of Theology degree, 
the Bachelor of Sacred Music 
degree and the Master of Theol- 
ogy degree. 

“Training for Veterans: Ten- 
nessee Temple Schools are duly 
qualified to offer training to 
Veterans under Public Law 346, 
Public Law 16, and Public Law 
550. - 

“8 Even though we are only 
in our ninth year of operation, 


graduates of Tennessee Temple 


Schools are doing advanced 
work in many colleges and uni- 
versities throughout our nation, 
including the University of Ten- 
nessee.”’ 


Dr. Roberson’s Co-operative 
and Conciliatory Spirit 
Good Christian people will be 
impressed with the factual, kindly 
and conciliatory spirit of Dr. Rob- 
erson’s answer. 


Some facts, we think, concern- 
ing the position of the schools, the 
church, and Dr. Roberson should 
be called to the attention of the 
public. First, consider Dr. Rober- 
son’s great loyalty to the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Many of his 
friends felt that he was too loyal. 
The church contributed regularly 
to the Co-operative Program of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, 
exactly the same amount that it 
was contributing when Dr. Rober- 
son accepted the pastorate. As I 
recall, this amount was $3,600 a 
year. Besides this regular gift to 
the Co-operative Program of 
Southern Baptists, considerable 


> 
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amounts were raised for a chil- 
dren’s home and for a number 
of other reputable causes support- 
ed by Baptists in Tennessee. 


Some of the noblest Christian 


men in America have said, “Dr. 
Roberson is too much Baptist.” 
They meant that he was loyal, 
that he loved Southern Baptist 
people and leaders, that he wanted 
to be numbered among them, that 
he tried to be cooperative with 
them. 

From time to time, Dr. Roberson 
invited the greatest Southern Bap- 
tist leaders to the Highland Park 
Church and to the Tennessee Tem- 
ple Schools. I know that invita- 
tions were frequently sent to men 
like. Dr..R:: G. . Lee, Dr. W. A. 
Criswell, and Dr. J. D. Grey of 
New ~Orleans, Dr. Herschel Ford 
of El Paso. 

It is to be noted also that Dr. 
Roberson did not. criticize the 
Southern Baptist leaders and Pro- 
gram to his church. He said, “We 
are busy winning souls. We don't 
have time to fight the brethren.” 
He continually put the best pos- 
sible construction on incidents that 
arose. I know by frequent and 
rather intimate association with 
Dr. Roberson who was my pastor 
and with whom I . frequently 
served on conference programs all 
over America. I also spoke not in- 
frequently in the Highland Park 
Church and the Tennessee Temple 
Schools. J remember that Dr. Rob- 
erson was shocked, and almost un- 
believing, when the facts came out 
about Dr. Nels Ferre’s outright 
infidelity, and the defense of Dr. 
Ferre by the Southern Baptist 
Seminary at Louisville, which had 
had him give the Gay Lectures in 
1947. The spirit of Dr. Roberson 
and his associates was brotherly, 
kindly, co-operative. 

But in spite of this, there was 
an attack which must have been 
deliberate and which must have 
been agreed upon by a wide circle 
of Southern Baptist leaders. If 
the attack had not been planned 
and agreed upon by many people, 
then the prepared = statement 
would not have been immediately 
accepted and published by South- 


ern Baptist papers, it seems to me. 


What Motives Are Back 
of the Attack? 


Readers will note that the at- 
tack was two-fold. It was an at- 
tack on Highland Park Baptist 
Church, and an attack on the 
Tennessee Temple Schools. 


Consider the Highland Park 
Baptist Church. It has a member- 
ship of over 12,000. It has, for 
many years, baptized more con- 
verts than any other Southern 
Baptist church. Some 15,000 have 
publicly claimed Christ as Saviour 
during the twelve years of Dr. 
Roberson’s pastorate. 9,126 of 
these converts he has baptized. 
We believe there is not another 
church in the world with a similar 
opportunity which has equalled 
this remarkable soul-winning re- 
cord. 

The church is sound in doctrine. 
There is not a hint from anybody 
that Dr. Roberson’s preaching is 


untrue to the Bible or that it is. 


contrary to this historic Baptist 
position. There is not a hint that 
the church is worldly. And the 
missionary zeal of the church is 
indicated by its contributing to 
the support today of 124 full-time 
missionaries. The church gives 50 
per cent of its income to the mis- 
sion cause. 

What is there that good men 
should want to criticize in such 
a church? 

Consider the Tennessee Temple 
Schools. The committee does not 
hint that these schools have a 
smoking room for girls such as 
caused such a. sensation at Fur- 
man University, a Baptist school 
in Greenville, South Carolina, No 
one even hints that. Tennessee 
Temple Schools have dances with 
chaperons paid for by Co-opérative 
Program money, as is reported at 
Furman University, nor that they 
provide an airplane hangar dance 
hall, as ex-students say Stetson 
University, a Baptist school at De 
Land, Florida, does or did. No one 
hints that the Tennessee Temple 
Schools teach modernism, like 
that at Southern Baptist Seminary 


at Louisville, like Professor Stagg | 


at New Orleans Seminary, like the 
teaching of Wake Forest College 
and Meredith College in North 
Carolina. The Tennessee ‘Temple 
Schools have not had Infidels Nels 
EF’. S. Ferre, George Buttrick, and 
others who deny every essential 
of the Christian faith, as these 
men did at the Southern Baptist 
Seminary at Louisville, at Mere- 
dith College, last June, etc. They 
could not charge that the Tennes- 
see Temple Schools is having Dr. 
MacCracken, from Fosdick’s River- 
side Church in New York, as the 
Louisville Seminary is to have him 
in “Bible conference’ this spring. 

What then is the reason for the 
attack? Was it jealousy of local 
pastors whose work has been far 
outdistanced in the tremendous 
ministry of Dr. Roberson? That 
may have had some part in the 
statement of these leaders. But 
why then did Southern Baptist 
leaders in many southern states 
have the attack published in the 
Baptist state papers? 

We come to the conclusion that 
it is a denominational idolatry. 
Here are men who do not mind 
if you slander Jesus Christ, as 
Nels Ferre did at- Louisville Sem- 
inary and denied the virgin birth, 
the sinless deity of Christ, his 
blood atonement. But if you do not 
put the Co-operative Program first 
in your church, then you may ex- 
pect attack from these Baptist 
leaders in Southern Baptist maga- 
zines! 

How strange that good men, 
doubtless saved men, could be so 
blinded by a denominational idol- 
atry and denominational pride and 
so whipped into line by denomina- 
tional leaders that they would 
attack a sound, soul-winning 
church and fervent, Spirit-filled, 
soul-winning schools which are 
turning out many sound preachers 
and missionaries, just because this 
church and these schools do not 
boost the denominational program 
as much as these men think if 
should be done! This is popery 
pure and simple. Honest Christians 
everywhere should oppose it and 
seek to break it down. 


What Must Bible-Believing 
Southern Baptists Do? 

We believe that honest, Bible- 
believing Southern Baptists must 
turn their backs on the Co-opera- 
tive Program. Everybody who 
gives a dime to the Co-operative 


(Centinued on page 7) . 
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HURRY! ) 


(Continued from page 1) 


you have been satisfying yourself 
with promises of “tomorrow.” 
Now comes the most pressing 
inducement for action I can give 
you: time is short! This offer will 
be withdrawn at the end of the 
month and ail subscriptions at the 


blessing and help this wonderful 
paper is to them. The other day 
we received a good letter from a 
Baptist pastor in Lubbock, Tex- 
as, saying, “THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD is such an excellent paper, 
one of the few publications that 
special, low rate with the Pray-|seems to improve as the years 
er’ book premium must be post-|£0 by. It has been a wonderful 
marked not later than midnight, | help to me in my ministry as 4 
March 30. | source of ‘sermon starting’ and il- 
ilustrations. I would not be with- 
out it for many times its sub- 
scription price.” And another Bap- 
tist pastor in Bastrop, Louisiana, 
wrote in to give us his address 
change, commenting, “I am a 
(Continued on page 6) 


Here Is the Offer 


For the benefit of those who 
have not heard or still do not 
understand, let me tell you again 
what we will do. You may send 
in subscriptions to THe Sworp or 
THE LorpD, either new or renewal, 
at the bargain rate of 3 yearly ; : ee 
subscriptions for only $5. The sub- Exclusive Traits of Christianity 
scriptions may be either one-year by Mark Hopmine 
or three-year subscriptions. Then, | , fr anne rome Shee 
along with the savings on the| current interest in Comparative Religion. 
subscription (regular rate is $2.50} °°? cemts: ihe 
a year), we will give you absolute- STEW da ane 
ly free a copy of the special paper- 
bound edition of Dr. John R. Rice’s 
popular book, Prayer—Asking and 
Receiving. . This lovely 328-page 
book of 21 large chapters has a 
total printing of 165,000 copies in 
English alone. God has also blessed 
its circulation with translations 
into several other languages with 
several editions and thousands of 


Christianity 


. ? - 
reimsions, 


FLY TO THE 
BIBLE LANDS 


in a 35-day Tour with 
THE TFEMPLE TOUR TO 
BIBLE LANDS 
July 15 - Aug. 18, 1955 
For Information write 


copies. It has revolutionized the Dr. George A. E. Salstrand 
prayer life of untold multitudes Tennessee Temple Schools, Dept. S. 
and you may have the paper- Chattanooga, Tenn. 


bound copy free for only 3 sub- 
scriptions to THE Sworp OF TRE 
Lorp at the $5 rate. This special 
saper-bound edition can be ob- . : 

eae te not free 
tained in no other way-~—it is de- Freedoms which do no ‘f 


for sale. @ 


$17.50 Value for $10 

But vou can have an even great- 
er savings by sending in subscrip- 
tions to THE Sworp or THE LorD 
in six-year groups. If you send in 
2 three-year subscriptions or 6 
yearly subscriptions for $10, we 
will give you a free copy of the 
regular’ clothbound, book | store 
edition of Prayer—Asking and Re- 
ceiving as your” gift premium. | 
Since. the subscription price of 
THE Sworp is regularly $2.50 per 
year, six years would be $15.00. 
The Prayer book sells everywhere 
for $2.50, making a“total value in 


intellectual 
®@ political 


@® economic 
— As long as spiritual 
bondage enslaves 


TO 
MAKE 
MEN 
FREE 


the six years subscriptions and } 
the book of $17.50. All this is 
yours for only a_ $10 bill! Of by MH. teo Eddieman sad 
course, if you prefer, when send- Declaring that New Testament 


ing in subscriptions in six-year 
groups you may have your choice 
of one clothbound copy of Prayer 
or two paper-bound ones, 


faith alone can set man free, Dr. 
Eddleman proclaims the heart of 
that faith as he discusses such basic 
tenets as the new birth, grace, 
sanctification, faith, and eternal 
security. From his experiences as 
missionary, pastor, and professor 
he draws vivid illustrations as he 
sets forth basic essentials of New 
Testament belief. 


SWORD OF THE LORD a 
Great Blessing Wherever 
It Goes 

People from all walks of life 
are continually writing us of the 


Order from your favorite book dealer 


BROADMAN PRESS 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 9 
When Answering Advertisements mummers Nashville 3, Tennessee 


| To Aid YOU iz 
Get BOTH of these fine 

new books for only $5.00” 
BENEDICTE’S SCRAPBOOK 


SERMON MAKING 


BuGEE 
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Compiled by Wm. B. Gamble $3.95 

“This is the only book of its kind I have ever 
been excited about, It has a freshness, a punvgency, 
a crispness—a usableness—-that is delivhtful. Here 


are comments, articles, excerpts, quotations and poems 
on many topics. This, I believe, is the most valuable 
book of its kind in my entire library.’’—Evangelist 
Bill Rice 


450 TRUE STORIES 
FROM CHURCH HISTORY 


Compiled by J. Vernon Jacobs 


$2.50 


This treasury of facts, highlights, striking incidents 
and illustrative anecdotes from the lives of famous 
church leaders, will give a fresh sparkle to your ser- 
mons. Choice stories to give new interest to your 
Sunday School lessons. 


* GET BOTH OF THESE FINE BOOKS FOR ONLY $5.00 
: . 
Special to Sword of the Lord readers—-Clip this ad, enclose $5.00 payment, and 
send to publisher below: 


Address 
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WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO.—Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 
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(Continued from page 5) 


Southern Convention preacher and 
I want to encourage you in the 
work that you are doing through 
this newspaper. Jt is the most 
wonderful Gospel newspaper that I 
have ever read and I don’t want 
to miss a single copy of it. I am 
guaranteeing the post office the 
postage to send it to me until I 
get my new address established 
with you.” 


Complains That THE SWORD 
Is 12 Pages 


We don’t often have 
plaints that THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp is too lengthy, but one we 
didn’t mind came a few weeks 
ago from a dear lady in Michigan. 
She wrote “Here is an extra dollar 
you Can use in some way. Am a 
bit sorry THE SworD is again 12 
pages. My eyes are failing me, and 
I dowt dare miss anything, it’s 


HELP TO STOP MORMONISM! 


Give, lend, sell my new study, “The 
Mind of Joseph Smith,” proving that he 
be mentally deranged in teaching that 
God eonstrains to murder and polygamy. 
A pastor and an editor write : *s you 
have done a fine work.’ “The book is 
fine.”’ Price $1: 10 copies for $5. 

Also distribute “Brigham’s Destroying 
Anvgel,”’ the confessions of a Mormon who 
practiced murder and polygamy. 60 cents; 
10 copies for $5. D. C. Ritchie, Box 1090, 


Hamilton, Montana. 


com- ! 


‘ing. You didn’t stutter, 


such a jewel of truth. Praise God 
for your stand on that advertis- 
Brother 
John R. Rice.” 

About the same time a lady in 
Canada wrote to tell us how bur- 
dened she had become over the 
fact that she did not have money 
to subscribe to THE Sworp. She 
said, ‘“‘Well,~ just the other day 
after being so -hungry for that 
paper I asked our dear Lord to 
somehow place funds in my hands 
for it. And sure enough, about 
two days later I did receive some 
money for which I do praise the 
Lord. Your paper is the best spirit- 
ual food that I have ever read.” 

Others have a very sensible hab- 
it of praying for their lost loved 
ones, then sending subscriptions 
for THE SWORD OF THE LORD to 
them. Dr. Rice’s secretary handed 
me a good letter from a lady in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, who sub- 
scribed for her brother in Georgia 
over a year ago and now finds 


Books for... 
PREACHERS 


Read the ads 


Bound 
$2.50 


Do you know when Christ will return? 


Read BASIS OF THE PRE-MILLENNIAL FAITH 


by Charles Ryrie 


Many Bible scholars believe that one of the most 
important events in the history of the world—the 
return of our Lord for His church—may occur in 
your lifetime! Other students of Scripture say this 
event is at least 1,000 years away. 

What do you believe and why? BASIS OF THE 
PREMILLENNIAL FAITH. will give you some of 
the answers you've been looking for. 

Cloth 


Order from your bookstore, or direct from 


Dept. SL 


Loizeaux Brothers, Inc. 19 WEST 21st: STREET, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


Ste7)! 
wmrcraeng fy 


Dr. Harold L. Lundquist says: 


~~ 


SSS 


= * 


Dr. Lundquist, 
Agency, wrote of Dr. 


Director 
John R. 


zine: 


ples, 


Since Dr. 
testimony the _ total 


DOO DOA Aaaaaaaannannnnonaannsosososooeeen 


SOON 


Remember, thou gh, 


a DDD ADDAAAAS AAS 


"Faithfully Presents 
the Bible Truth” 


“When a book reaches a circula- 
tion of 100,000 (including this, the 
seventh printing), it is an event, es- 
pecially in the religious field where 
sales are often rather limited. It is a 
real joy to know that a book which 
so faithfuily presents the Bible truth 
on prayer has elicited such a re- 
sponse from the reading public It is 
interesting, well illustrated by actual 
experiences, sound in spiritual princi- 
and stimulating. We read it 
when it first came out—and read it 
again now—with real blessing.” 
Lundquist wrote that 
copies printed 
numbers 160,000, not counting the 
special paper-bound edition of 5,000 copies we printed to 
give our friends who help us in our present subscription cam- 
paign which closes March 30, nor does it count the vast num- 
ber of copies printed in the several foreign languages into 
which the book has been tianslated. One outstanding reason 
why this book has proven so popular is, as Dr. Lundquist 
Stated, it “is interesting, well illustrated by actual experiences, 
sound in spiritual principles and stimulating.’’ Dr. Rice has 
a frank, straightforward, convincing manner of establishing 
the truth that God is still in the prayer-answering business. 


How You Can Get a Complimentary Copy! 

If you will send us 3 yearly subscriptions to THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD at our present low, bargain rate of three years 
for $5, we will give you a copy of the special paper-bound 
edition of Prayer—Asking and Receiving absolutely free! If 
you send us twice that amount, 6 yearly subscriptions and 
$10, you may have either.a clothbound copy of the book or 
two paper-bound copies. This lovely 328 page book with 21 
chapters is a volume that you will want to own and, like Dr. 
Lundquist, read again and again. 

There is no restriction as to the type of subscriptions you 
send in as long as you have three years and $5 for each paper- 
bound copy you request and six years and $10 for each cloth- 
bound copy. They can be new subscriptions or renewals, they 
can be one-year subscriptions or three-year subscriptions. 
that additional postage rates demand 
that each foreign subscription be 50c extra! 

But you must act at once! This offer closes at midnight 
March 30, less than 3 weeks from today. Why not please sit 
down and make out your subscription list, tell us what free 
books you want, make out a check or money order, and then 
send them today to THE SWORD OF THE LORD, Wheaton, 
Illinois? It will be a wise decision producing eternal dividends. 


Rice’s popular book, PRAYER 
ASKING AND RECEIVING, in a review for CHRISTIAN LIFE maga- 


of the. Evangelical Welfare 


Dir. Harold L. ge 
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that he has been saved. No won- 
der the grateful lady signed her 
letter to Dr. Rice and THE Sworp 
“I love you every one!” No doubt 
you have many, many lost friends, 
loved ones and acquaintances for 
whom you should subscribe! 


From. far off Nugegoda, Cey- 
ion, a Christian worker wrote the 
editor, “Pardon me for not hav- 
ing written and thanked you for 
sending me your precious paper, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. I have re- 
ceived it regularly and have made 
valuable use, reading it and pass- 
ing it on to other dear Christian 
friends in our Christian Fellowship 
Centre in Colombo. I take precious 
notes from it for my messages to 
men in prison, where we hold Gos- 
pel services every week at which 
many Buddhists and Hindus as- 
semble. I give a few some of the 
old issues to read. You will be 
happy to hear that a Hindu got 
saved last September in prison, 
and he was baptized in a tank of 
water at his request. He gave his 
testimony before and after. This 
is the first man to be baptized 
in a Ceylon prison. With grateful 
thanks for sending me THE SworpD 
OF THE LorpD. Yours in His precious 
Service— (Signed) G. D. Lemp- 
hers. 

Apparently this brother is one 
who has received a gift subscrip- 
tion from our Ministers and Mis- 
sionary Fund. How it has blessed 
his. own heart and helped him in 
his ministry is apparent from his 
testimony! Literally thousands of 
others in Christian service, at 
home in the States and around the 
world, could be helped and bless- 
ed in the same manner with the 
aid of Christians who would be 
willing to pay for their sub- 
scriptions. Don’t you think you 
could help here? Either by sub- 
scribing for pastors, evangelists 
and missionaries with whom you 
are personally acquainted; or by 
giving to our M&M Fund, you 
could reap eternal harvests un- 
told. 


Effect of THE SWORD in 
Louisiana Prison 


A wonderful letter, too lengthy 
to quote here in its entirety, came 
some time ago from an inmate 
of the state penitentiary at An- 
gola, Louisiana. After thanking 
Dr. Rice for his books on Daniel 
and Revelation, 
blessing they were to him, he 
commented, ““The first time I had 
ever seen or heard of your paper 
was in answer to my prayer. I 
had just been asked by an un- 
saved man, ‘Why do you believe 
the Bible is the Word of God?’ 
Brother: Rice, I couldn’t answer 
the man, so told him I would give 
him an answer in a week. So I 
began to pray that God would 
give me an answer to give that 
man. The very next day a number 
of the Gideons from Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, sent me a copy of THE 
SworbD. The answer to the ques- 
tion was there, “Ten Reasons Why 
I Believe the Bible is the Word 


of God.’ I studied the article and 


gave the answer to the man that 
had asked the said question. I got 
the answer to my prayer and more 
3 eae 

“T have been reading THE Sworp 
for about 6 months now and there 
isn’t any part of the doctrine 
preached through it that I am 
not convinced is right. 


“I am the leader of the Inmate 
Bible Class here and oftentimes 
you publish a sermon on the very 
chapter of the Bible we're hav- 
ing our lesson on. That makes 
teaching easy for me. I simply 
study your teachings and teach 
the same to the Bible Class. I 
hope you don’t mind that. Some- 
times you publish a sermon on 
touchy subjects that have been 
bothering the class for sometime 
—these I copy and have mimeéo- 
graphed and pass them around 
to every one that wants a copy. 
At the end of the sermon or arti- 
cle I always write John 7:17... 


Someone reading this _ article 
could make a substantial contri- 
bution to help get THE Sworp oF 
THE Lorp to thousands of other 
forgotten men in our nation’s pris- 
ons. Many of these men could be 


| won to Christ, could be trained in 


soul winning and sound Christian 
doctrime and ethics, if the right 
literature were placed into their 


Have you read the ads 
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hands. THE SworD OF THE LORD 
is the right literature for such a 
program backed by prayer. Would 
you help? 


Remember That March 30 
Deadline! 


But whatever you do, do it 
quickly! If you plan to take ad- 
vantage of the big savings and 
also receive free copies of Prayer 
—Asking and Receiving, fill out 


the coupon on this page at once, 
Remember that the free paper- 
bound book is for 3 yearly sub- 
scriptions at the $5 rate and the 
free clothbound book (or 2 paper- 
bound ones) is for 


scriptions at the $10 rate. Foreign 
subseriptions are each 50c extra 
due to additional postage on mail 
out of the states. Please, won't 
you send 
today? 


MARCH 30 


mH nk Ric 


1 usual offer 


DEADLINE! 


The lovely paper-bound edi- 
tion of Prayer—Asking and 
Receiving by Evangelist John 
R. Rice, pictured at the left, 
which we printed special for 
our current subscription cam- 
paign and is available in no 
other way, can be obtained 
only through March 30! 


Your letter must be post- 
marked by midnight on that 
date if you are going to take 
advantage of the low, bargain 
subscription rates and the un- 
of the Prayer 
book. 


COURS Free! 


Yes, this special paper-bound edition of PRAYER—ASKING AND 
RECEIVING is yours absolutely free with three yearly subscriptions 


to THE SWORD OF THE LORD at the special bargain rate. 


Send 


$5 for three subscriptions ($6.50 in Canada and foreign countries) and 
you get this big book absolutely free, 


Or 


the regular clothbound volume is yours free with six yearly subscrip- 
tions for $10 (50c extra charge per subscription for Canadian and 


foreign addresses). 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
would be a great bargain at 
three subscriptions for $5, only 
$1.66 a year, even without «this 
big 328-page book. The regular 
price is $2.50 a year, $3 a year 
in Canada and foreign countries. 


Use the subscription blank below or send names in a 


~ 


But now you can save money and 
still get this big premium. 

Send THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to relatives, friends, pas- 
tors, ministerial students. | 

Give names and addresses care- 
fully. 


letter to The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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Page Seven 


Missionary Minded ? 
Read these books 


Missions at the Crossroads 
by Dr. T. Stanley Soltau 

An unusual study of the indigenous 
church. Dr. Soltau, a former missionary 
to Korea, discusses organization and 
methods of planting churches among 
converts. He outlines and gives train- 
ing plans for leadership based on New 
Testament procedures. $2.50 


Blood, Sweat and Prayers 
compiled by J. Raymond Knighton 
The various chapters of the book 

were written by medical missionaries 

on the foreign field. It gives the 
episodes and stirring events in the 
lives of these doctors ministering to 
the needs of their people. $1.00 


A Christian Philosophy of 
Missions 
by Dr. Harold Lindsell 

This book, written by the dean of 
Fuller Theological Seminary, pictures 
the need of missions in this critical 
hour. It is a challenging book for 
those who are interested in missions 
and are concerned about their life 
work. $2.50 
How to Win Souls 

by Dr. Walter L. Wilson 
& E. Myers. Harrison 

Here is a manual on personal evan- 
belism by men who have developed 
an ‘effective course on the subject. 
Various excuses are dealt with, Chris-. 
tians encouraged to become witnesses, 
and all the various cults are discussed 
and the proper approach is also out- 
lined. $2.00 


i ae | 
See your book dealer .- or write 


Van Kampen Press 


Wheaton, Illinois. 


230 BF. Willow 


(Continued from page 5) 


Program is not only supporting 
modernism in some of the semin- 
aries and colleges, but is helping 
to build a Romish- priestcraft, 
which will take away the liberties 
of the people, which will stop the 
mouths of preachers, and which 
will coerce ministerial students 
and will browbeat independent- 
minded Christians. Recently at 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina, de- 
nominational leaders joined in the 
seizure by law of a Baptist church 
building when the church body by 
a strong majority vote withdrew 
its support from the Southern 
Baptist Convention. If Southern 
Baptist preachers and people do 
not stop support of the Co-opera- 
tive Program, in holy protest 
against this highhanded popery, 
then soon no church will be safe 
in keeping its own building; no 
church will be safe in choosing the 
program which it shall support, 
and no church will be left unhin- 
dered in selecting the pastor or 
evangelist it wishes to use, or the 
missionaries it wishes to support 
on the foreign field. 

It is a free-born right of every 
American citizen to support what 
he feels is right to support and 
to withdraw support from. every 
thing that he thinks is evil. And 
that right is inherent in New 
Testament Christianity, just as it 
is inherent in the American form 
of government. I remember how 


Dr. W. T. Connor, professor of 
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WHAT THEY ARE SAYING 


“Best hymnbook today —an 
epochal volume.” 
Dr. Witpur M. SMITH 
well-known Bible teacher 
“I do not see how the work could 
be surpassed. The Moody and 
Sankey book with alf its richness ‘ 
has been brought up to date for 
this generation.” 
Dr. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President Moody Bible Inst. 
“I have longed for someone to 
“produce a hymnal that would Ke 
characterized by its singability. At 
Jast it has been done.” 
Dr. ROBERT KETCHAM 
Nail. Representative GARB 
“I have now seen a new hymn- 
book which I believe is one of the 
best issued in the English-speak- 


key . . . the best book in its field 
by far and by very far.” 
Dr. DonaLtp G. BARNHOUSE 


Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phil. 
“This is to my mind certainly one 
of the finest hymnbooks I have 
ever seen,” 

JACK WyYRTZEN 
Director, Word of Life 

“Inspiring Hymns meets the need 

of every department of the church.” 


Ez 
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great 
bound in durable red morocco cloth 
and gold stamped finish, it contains 
512 pages and is 6 x 8'% x 1-5/16 


inches. 
bom 12-page descriptive 


ochure with complete 
index. 


inspir 
‘ 


4 I was at an ordination not 


Singspiration’s Sixth Printing 


fe Inspiring 


DyYONS 


The Combination hymnal that 


is lifting the hearts of 


thousands across the continent 


4 


——— 


527 Favorite Hymns and 
Gospel Songs in this Singspiration 


production which is not just another hymnbook 
but a careful compilation and meticulous 


selection of the best gospel 

songs and hymns of all ages. Just 
the kind of songs your church 
likes to sing—from the kind of 


Be 


hymnbook Bible-believing churches 


have long been looking for. 


Over 10 years of extensive research 
by Al Smith and staff has produced 
this new high in editorial excellence 
and quality production. Only the 
most loved hymns—still sung today 
—have been included to emphasize 


gospel truths, Beautifully 


Hymns 
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Dr. Lee Roberson Attacked... 


Systematic Theology in the South- 
western Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary at Fort Worth, in a mecting 
in the Gambrell Street Baptist 
Church,sinsisted on the sright to 
designate gifts to any cause as he 
felt led of God to do. When the 
chairman finnally reluctantly said. 
“All right, Dr. Conner, we will 
give you that right,’’ Dr. Conner, 
with flashing eyes, raised his tall, 
spare form from his seat and said, 
“You cannot give me that right! I 
was born with it!” 

If a Baptist church cannot 
choose the program it supports, 
then it is no more a _ Baptist 
church, and the episcopal or Ro- 


‘man Catholic setup, where priests 


bishops or popes and secretaries, 
is no worse than the Baptist de- 
nominational setup. No one can 
claim that the Bible gives any 
denominational leaders the right 
to dominate local Baptist churches 
or to tell Christians what they 
can support or cannot support. 


This kind of an event will sep- 
arate the men from the boys. It 
will separate the men of genuine 
conviction from the kowtdWing., 
toekissing “yes’’ men. This kind 
of event will show who will stand 
up for Christ and the Bible and 
the historic convictions which Bap- 
tists have claimed to have and on 
the other hand, who will give up 
their rights in order to please the 


bosses. THE END 


(Continued from page 1) 


tion what good wilkkit do him?” 
To this Dr. Arnold sagely replied, 
“It is not so much a question of 
what the lad will do with Latin, 
as it is what Latin will do with the 
7 Sag 


Hogarth said, “Genius and labor 
are synonymous.” And Alexander 
Hamilton declared, ‘‘People give 
me credit for genius, but all the 
genius I have lies just in this 
when I have a subject in hand I 
study it day and night. I explore 
it in all its bearings. My mind be- 
comes pervaded with it, and the 
'effort which I make, people call 
| genius, but it is only the fruit of 
labor and thought.” 


SO 
many years ago when two men 
were set apart to the ministry. 
One of them had back of him five 
or six years of attendance upon 
college and theological seminary; 
the other had back of him an un- 
finished high school course. I 
voted heartily for the ordination 
of both and prophesied then that 
the latter youth would go far be- 
yond the former, 
rapidly demonstrating my expecta- 
tion, The first had the school di- 
ploma; the second had the student 
habit. Better an industrious man 
with a pick by which he may dig 
deep into the side of the mountain 
holding the precious ore, than the 
fellow who has already secured a 
nice little nugget and is content 
with his acquisition. 


Student Habits Result in the 
Accumulation of Knowledge 

Knowledge is power. Keeping 
that in mind, we should covet its 
acquisition. The average minister 
reads considerably; but while his 
mind may be a bit refreshed by 
the literary flow passing through 
it, he has no method of storing up 
nor husbanding his intellectual 
discoveries. 


At this point I want to pay 
tribute to Edward Judson of New 
York. There are few people who 
pass one in life’s journey and con- 
tribute to him such inestimable 


benefits. 


That may be done so casually 
that the giver himself is uncon- 
scious of having made a contribu- 
tion. I am sure Edward Judson 
never dreamed what he was doing 
for me when, in his address to 
the students of the Louisville 
Theological Seminary in 1887, he 
gave us his method of acquir- 
ing and keeping sermonic mater- 
ial. It took the form of what he 
called “Todd’s Index Rerum,’ a 
plain book which had at the top 
of each page the letters of the 
alphabet, followed in their order 
by the vowels, as for instance, 
Aa, Ae, Ai, Ao, Au; Ba, Be, Bi, Bo, 
Bu, and so on to the end, or Za, 
Ze, etc. Few words can be spelled 
without a vowel. Under those in- 
itial letters can be put down a 
reference to any and every sub- 
ject encountered in a life-time, or 
even conceivable to-the human 
mind, together with the page of 
the book or magazine scrapbook 
in which that subject is discussed. 

That makes, therefore, a ready 


REV. WENDELL P. LOVELESS ‘eINGS ITSELE' ' iH reference book that will catalogue 
og “Ww well-known mee pene 4 | + one’s entire library, and with me,’ 
wee We are very much pleastd-— at, 4. on: better singing in our Church. ‘| it accomplished another and emin- 
te he or geo arg |» Send FREE BOOKLET. ‘ i ently desirable custom, namely, 
) sidae lines the he time | Name . that of creating scrapbooks. I have 
: we- purchased this book, we scanned | Street : ? || in my library above eighty” scrap- 
many hymnals and believe that we , City Zone___ State ! books, of one hundred to three 
have secured the best one for! write to: Station “C" S$L355 1 hundred pages each, made up of 
ear purpose.” Cc : Grand Rapids, + incidents and articles clipped from 
| Dr. Rosert G. Lez, Pastor ‘ Cugepiration Michigan + newspapers and magazines through 
: bie . mm the last sixty years. 
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and history is) 


Some Secrets of Success. . . 


| volumes of over twenty thousand 
illustrations. I could easily dupli- 
| cate the number from these scrap- 
| books alone; in fact, I suspect that 
' that I could almost double it: and 
in this long period of years I have 
/never prepared a sermon without 
the use of the Index Rerum, which 
as you can readily see, gives me, 
on short order, definite direction 
as to where and what my library 
contains on any subject. 


| The human intellect is a marvel- 
ous mechanism in its ability to 
register and retain great know- 
ledge; but it is far from being all- 
sufficient. It is necessary, there- 
fore, to have the aid of catalogued 
thoughts, and it is almost infiniteh 
important to know the content of 
the intellectual treasure-chest. 

In a long life-time I have scar- 
cely lost a dollar bill; and in the 
few instances that I have, I have 
been able to recover the loss; but 
I have sustained heavy intellectual! 
losses. When a man comes upon 
something in a magazine or a 
book that has real value, but fails 
to store it up in an intellectual 
treasure chest to which he carries 
the key, he is as prodigal with 
real iiches as Bim Gump is with 
Australian profits. But, alas, 
nothing short of reading and study 
will keep that treasure chest so 
censtantly replenished, that, draw 
upon it as often as you will, like 
Solomon's tomb, its treasures are 
inexhaustible. 


Still Further, Study Habits 
Eventuate in Versatility 
I- believe with one of the not- 
able preachers of the past century, 
so far as the fundamentals of the 
faith are concerned, there is pow- 


people we have to add line upon 
line and precept upon precept; but, 
alas, when one repeats the same 
line over and over again to the 
same people, he becomes tiresome. 

In my boyhood one of the great 
local preachers in the Kentucky 
section where I lived was a con- 
verted rabbi. The rabbi was a 
peripatetic, never a pastor. He 
had a half dozen sermons and they 
were not so bad, but he repeated 
them so often that the country 
boys knew most of them by heart, 
‘so when the rabbi was preaching, 
some mischievous boy in the back 
seat would be preceding him by 


two or three lines, telling his 
neighbor kid what was coming 
next, 


In contrast to that conduct, I 


greatest preacher that the South- 
land has* produced in a hundred 
years—Dr. B. H. Carroll of ‘Texas. 
'Once when we were in the West 
Texas Bible Conference we were 


door between, for ten days. For me 
it was an intellectual treat to have 
the fellowship and sit at the feet 
of that prince among preachers. 
He told me then what I could 
not have believed had I not had 
immutable evidence of the fact; 
namely, that for years he had 
averaged reading something like 
five hundred pages a day. He was 
the most rapid reader I have ever 
known, and yet was capable of 
intelligently discussing the entire 
content of a book that he had 
finished in less than sixty minutes. 
I speak from-absolute knowledge 


sions involved contents of my own 
volumes which he had in less than 


an.hour, previously read, and yet 


or* preachers are controlled by | 


er in “Repeat!” “Repeat!” “Re- | 
peat!”’ 
To indoctrinate and establish 


think of my great friend, the, 


in adjacent rooms; with only a, 


in the matter, fom these discus-. 


which he seemed to have intel- 
ligently compassed in that brief‘ 
time, 

The result was that his every 
sermon was filled and garnished 
with material not before employed. 
His storehouse of knowledge seem- 
ed inexhaustible, and when you 
add to that fact an eloquent ut- 
terance, you produce a preacher 
of top sort, and such Carroll was. 

It will be recalled also that 
while he was pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Waco for 
twenty years, he was always a 
professor or teacher; and of all 
college and theological seminary 
instructors no one known to our 
denomination was so insistent with 
his student-body that they give 
themselves to incessant study as 
was Carroll. He combined theory 
and practice and his opinions cary- 
ried all the more weight with the 
student body, knowing as they had 
to know that he daily demon- 
strated, in his own intellectua) 
life, what he was demanding of 
them. s 

I come now to our second suzg- 
gestion: 


STRONG CONVICTIONS 

Here again I take my cue from 
the Apostle Paul. In his first let- 
ter to the Corinthians (16:13) 
Paul, speaking of and to Timothy 
and Apollos, his juniors, as also to 
their Corinthian believers, said, 
“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit you like men, be strong.” 

If I were asked what is the 
ground of the average preacher's 
weakness, I should answer in, the 
words, “Lack of strength, particu- 
larly at the point of conviction, 


used aS a synonym for courage.” 


Convictions Determine the 
Course of Life Itself 

The smaller forms of. life live 
by the law of least resistance. The 
insects that crawl the earth flee 
at the face of danger or make 
a circuit above or about any ob- 
'stacle. The lower forms of human 
| life follow a kindred custom. That 
is Why the jungle paths of Africa 
were, when white men first went 


there, extremely narrow and 
crooked. It hadn’t occurred to 
them to cut a straight swath 


through the forest that confronted 
them, or even to remove a fallen 
tree or stone that impeded their 
course; they just passed around 
both, and by the loss, in distance, 
compelled themselves to waste far 
more time and energy by circum- 
locution than would have been re- 
quired for conquest. 

I know preachers who adopt the 
insect and savage custom. The oid 
Scotsman was their representative 
and voiced their philosophy when 
he said, “When you meet a dif- 
ficulty, face it; and then pass 
around.” 

They .tell me that the Germans 
some years ago invented a dam 
which would hold back a certain 
amount of water, but whenever 
the depth became so great and the 
current so strong as to endanger 
it, it would conveniently lift and 
let out enough so as to save itself. 
But bright as the Genmans are, 
preachers long since beat them to 
it! I have known lots of them who 
have ways of their own of easing 
the pressure by compromise. It is 
our candid conviction, however, 
that such ministers, like the Ger- 
man dam, will never produce ade- 
quate reservoirs of power; and it 
is my further conviction that by 
the compromises made to ease 
pressure they degrade themselves 
in the opinions of both friends and 
ufoes. 

Better keep fellowship with your 
own convictions and conscience 
than with all professed friends, es- 
pecially if the time comes when 
one must sacrifice the former in 
Forder to retain the latter. 


Strong Convictions Account 
for Major Undertaking's 
William Carey, our great prince 
of missionaries said, “Expect great 
things from God; attempt great 
things for God.” | 
Mirabeau said, “ ‘Impossible’ is a 
blockhead of a word.” hea 
_ Lord Chatham, when told by a 
colleague -that a certain thing was 
impossible, calmly replied, ‘Then 
I'll trample upon impossibilities.”” 
The thing the preacher. should 
remember is the statement, “With 
God all things are possible” (Matt. 
19:26), and its correlated concept, 


(Continued on page 8) 
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“All things are possible to him 
that believeth” (Mark 9:23). 


Strong Convictions Sustain 
Tenacious Purposes 


The difficulty with most of us 
- in the ministry is that when we 
think something good and propose 
it, to find we have an opponent in 
the form of a trustee or a deacon, 
we straightway desist and cover 
up our cowardice by announcing 
oursélves as ‘discreet’ servants 
of the Lord. 

Fixity of purpose is a fine qual- 
ity if it is controlled by sane judg- 
ment. An individual will naturally 
entertain an opinion upon prdc- 
tically every subject that comes 
up in church administration; but 
when it involves minor matters, 
why make a rupture issue? If 
major, why back down because 
there are opponents? It takes a 
long time and a tenacious pur- 
pose to put over big enterprises 
and may require officer-removals! 
There comes a time when, if a 
fellow won't fish or cut bait, he 
should be put ashore. 


The Bock People Are Reading Twice 


By Helen Lioyd Dubvar 
‘“T have read it 
twice, and loaned 
it to friends. Please 
write another one.”’ 
From other recent 
letters: “‘I sent it 
to a needy person 
and bought my 
second copy. of 
wee BOOK... ks 
Praise our Saviour 
and may He bless 
you.”” Also a re 
Methodist 
Minister Writes, 
“We found it a 
very helpful book 
with its deep spir- 
itual tone, copious 
scripture references, 
embodied in a 
tory of absorbing 
interest, it certain 
lv ap he read 
without spiritual 
benetit."’ 

Copies of formal reviews, complete, by eminent 
critics, on request. 

380 pp. Cloth, only $3.00, postpaid. Have it 
gift wrapped and mailed direct for 20c extra. 
Order from: 


SWORD BOOK ROOM v8 
2 St. 


7 Your local book store 


10 W. Front : KR 2 
Wheaton, Illinois Profits to Missions 


Tenacity alone will witness the 
end of great undertakings and will 
often bring victory after having 
endured many defeats. 

My moral is, if a thing is right 
and ought to be done, try to be 
fair to your opponents, and in con- 
troversy, even kind; but don’t ca- 
pitulate, don’t back down; do it! 


COMPLETE SURRENDER 
Here again I appeal to Paul. 


‘Writing to the Romans, he said, 


“Yield yourselves unto God” (Rom. 
6:13). 


While this was written to the 
members of the church at Rome, 
certainly the first fellow in such 
a fellowship who should adopt it 
as a practice is the preacher, and 
especially the pastor who is sup- 
posed to be ‘an example to the 
flock in all things.’ 


Self-surrender Is Essential to 
Victory Over Sin 

The special temptations to which 
a preacher is subject are not a 
whit different from those that are 
common to human flesh. It seems 
to me that when the Apostle John 
wanted to sum up sin’s possibili- 
ties he was inspired to express 
them under the phrase, “The lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life’ (I 
John 2:16). 

Unquestionably, these are the 
vulnerable points of all flesh, but 
they are more than vulnerable 
points with the preacher — they 
are danger points, and the danger 
is so grave that nothing but a 
surrender to God's will provides 
sufficient strength for resistance. 

“The lust of the flesh” is un- 
doubtedly a clear reference to sex- 
ual passion. 

“The lust of the eyes” is prob- 
ably God's prescription against 
Both lust and covetousness. 

“The pride of life’ warns against 
egotism. And what three perils so 
beset preachers as do these? Take 
the first of them. How many 


fellow laborers of the years have 
fallen beforé it, have gone down 
«not only with a crash; but like the 
great tree of the forest, uprooted 
by the storm, they have carried 
others with them, and even crush- 
ed some. 

“The lust of the eyes” has even 
wider reach! Covetousness is the 
word that properly expresses it; 


and that covetoushess may take 


any one Of a hundred fofms for 
one to covet many things. How- 
ever, men have come to think of 
the word in connection with cash 
returns, and apply it to the pas- 
sion for silver and gold. 

Here also is the preacher in 
peril, not because of his greed 
oftentimes, but rather because of 
his disposition to run the race of 


life with the multitude. Other 
people about him have good 
houses, fine clothes, expensive 


cars, and so on; and oftimes even 
the young minister, who ought like 
young lawyers and young doctors 
to take it hard for the first few 
years, Will refuse, or at least fail, 
to endure as a good soldier. Many 
times there has come disgrace to 
the cause because some young 
preacher has, by borrowing from 
trusted friends, or leaving unpaid 
bills where credit had been accord- 
ed, finally found it necessary to 
flee the vicinity in order to escape 
legal procedure. 

Success, then, in the ministry 
demands such a surrender of the 
life to God that loyalty to His 
sacred precepts will become a daily 
and dependable practice; and that 
is perhaps the one and only ade- 
quate secret of victory over sin. 


Still Further, the Complete 
Surrender of Life Assures 
Spiritual Complacency 

It is too bad for a man not to 
be at peace with himself; and at 
the same time at peace with God. 
That can only come about when 
he has reached the point. where he 
can say, as our blessed Saviour 
himself did say, “Father... , not 
my will but thine be done.’ That 
can only come about when of the 
daily duties he can quote His 


(Continued bottom next column) 
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| Check Your Spiritual J.2. Con- 
cerning Sin and the Christian! 


The average Christian knows so little about sin and its relation to a saved individual's life. What do 


you know about sin and the Christian? Check a “yes” 


or “no” answer to each of the following six 


questions and then compare your answers with the correct ones printed below. : 


Question No. 1: Is it possible to become a sinless Christian? Can you reach a state of perfection 


in the Christian life on earth so that you do not ever sin? 


Yes ['] No [°] 


Question No. 2: Is it possible for a Christian to sin so grievously that he loses his salvation? 


Question No. 3: Does salvation mean that a Christian can sin without ill effects in his life? 


Question No. 4: Will a Christian who lived a carnal life on earth be as happy in Heaven as a 
Christian who lived a deeply spiritual life? 


~ 


Question No. 5: 


grievously he has sinned against his Saviour? 


Can a Christian be forgiven of sin and cleansed no matter how much 


Question No. 6: It is possible for a Christian to live a daily, consistent, victorious life? 


Yes []:> No [3 
Yes [] Nol ] 
¥en {:1 Ne: £ 

or how 
weet) 1). NO 14 
Yes [] NoTL] 


Get the answers from Dr. John R. Rice’s 
latest book. *““When a Christian Sins.°° 


every day! 


Price Only 
$1.75 


(Please add 15¢ to cover 
cost of mailing and post- 
age) 


Answer to Question No. 1: NO! Chapter One in this book, “All 
Christians Do Sin,” gives many Scriptures and many scriptural examples 
which convincingly prove this sad truth. Answer to Question No. 2: 
NO! Chapter Two, “Only God’s Grace Can Keep Such Frail Christians 
Saved,” shows this to be impossible since saved by grace means kept 
by grace and the believer has counted to him the righteousness of 
Christ, Answer to Question No. 3: NO! The third chapter, “What Sin 
Does to the Christian,” shows that sin often brings chastisement to 
Christians, loss of joy, loss of much help from the Holy Spirit, keeps 
him from getting his prayers answered, brings a curse upon his loved 
ones, steals his soul-winning passion and power, and brings a reproach 
upon Christ and the Bible. Answer to Question No. 4: NO! Chapter 
Four, “The Christian’s Happiness in Heaven Depends on How: He 
Lived on Earth,” deals at length with this. Answer to Question No. 5: 
YES!*What a happy, encouraging chapter is the fifth one in this book, 
‘The Way to Forgiveness and Cleansing’’—it will surely bless your heart 
and give you added encouragement. Answer To Question No. 6: YES! The 
roe = last chapter in the book rightly sums up the situation by dealing with 
| “Living a Life of Victory Over Sin.” First, the author shows that Christ has purchased daily, 
_ complete victory for everyone who trusts Him. Then, seeond, he shows how to live victoriously 


Six helpful chapters, 134 pages, hard binding. 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois 


Or at your Christian Book Siore 


, an > 
‘ _ wt * ‘ _) ", , * — 
3 : ee = ae Poe. ela .. >. — Sen wnat owns wo wipe es 09 ngewe obs ote - ‘ d ae ate eo P% ee = 
. —_— Se AR ae» ie ns “ee 
ae Bi ln SOE Se ? | FRE TRS 
Saale’ tie Pe os ponte J 
2 ee RY 
. - c~ 
ea “ ’ Po 
- x 4 o as CSR ES , 5 ENS 
ee Re Se ‘ * 
a ae ex S 
. a 
sr n r. . <5 
: 
a .. . a: 
’ . ~ “™~ . A 
4 s ee % " — 
é net TS RRR : oe ee 
> . ran FEN De » w - X Py 
PSS . 2. Seooeo aan 
—— ne agp 7 
ao $ pes 
. : 
“ ® Pree a ee 
c es : : 
vax : : 
° ae .P* 4 
> Kye ae 7 S48 we > rs 
e a Se > 
Ye Oe ROE 
° ore : 
: + 
me ee 
> wa Lata, 
Se Ph oat 
8 , 
» p : 
. - => Oe =< 
’ ne . a - 
~ ~~ . : 
S t Se : 
es ’ ~ bon. Sg , 
2 Ope on Bont , 
rst . @ x ‘ 
SOW. WV sab ve canesashih aon anaes 


(Continued from page 1) 


her lips began to tremble as she 
said, “No!” 

I said, “Who is it—the only 
mediator, the only way to get to 
God, the only way to have peace? 
Who is the only one who can fix 
that for you?” 

She read it, “The man Christ 
Jesus; Who gave himself a ran- 
som for all.” And by that time 
she was in tears and ready to have 
the thing settled. I showed her 
how she could put her trust in the 
Saviour. 

Then I said, “Isn't that wonder- 
ful?” 

And half laughing for joy and 
half crying she said, “I never 
would have believed that if you 
had not showed it to me in the 
Bible!” 

‘This Bible works miracles! The 
Word of God is the answer. Some- 
body says, “But I talked to some- 
body who was not even convict- 
ed.” Well, get out the sword 
and hew on him for a while! Get 
out your hammer and pound on 
the rock a while. There is plenty 
in the Bible to bring conviction. 
The Bible has the answer to every- 
thing. If you know the Word of 
God, you are equipped. You have 
all the weapons you need if you 
have the Bible. You have the big 
guns. You have’ the machine 
gun—you have everything you 
need, I say, if you have the Word 
of God. ‘‘Preach the word.” It is 
the Word of God that does it! 

One time a woman said to me, 
“IT wish you could tell some story 
tonight that would touch my hus- 
band’s hard heart.’’ Stories have 
their place. They may be win- 
dows that let light into a dark- 
ened mind. They may be wheels 
to help carry the truth. Stories 
and illustrations have their place. 
The story I told you has its place 
But the real truth of the matter 
is that it is the Word of God that 
does the work. Something else may 
help to carry it, sométhing else 
may help to open somebody’s mind 
to the Word; but it is the Word,ef 
God that does the work. The 
miracle is in the Word of God. 
“Preach the word”! 

We ought to have more confi- 
dence in the Word of God. I 
think if we loved it more, read it 
more, enjoyed it more, lived it 
more, then we would preach it 
more. 


Forgive me .a personal claim. 
I say again that I am a poor kind 
of preacher. But my daughter, 
Grace, was writing advertising 
the other day on one of my books. 


Master still further, ‘Father, I 
come to do Thy will. To be con- 
sciously in the center of the divine 
will is the place of complacency, 
no matter what comes or goes, 
whether the day is stormy or filled 
with balmy sunshine. 

Some years ago a certain art 
institution is said to have offered 
a great prize for the best picture 
on the subject of peace. One 
artist painted a battlefield. The 
battle was over, the guns had 
ceased their firing, the dead were 
quiet, the wounded had been car- 
ried away, and the healthy, dis- 
charged soldiers were happily on 
their way home. But that picture 
was not judged worthy of the 
prize. Es 

Many more were studied and set 
aside, and finally the judges 'nited 
upon the presentation of a robin 
that had built her nest among 
-the boughs overhanging Niagara 
Falls; there, calmly brooding 
against the day when her young 
should come, she had no fears of 
the mighty cataract, nor was 
alarmed at the thundering noise. 
She sat there in complete content 
and perfect peace. 


Thus the soul of a man who is 
consciously at the center of God’s 
will; let the cataract roar, let the 
avalanche pour, let the dangers be 
ever so eminent—he can keep 
forever calm, and his spirit will 
be at peace. 


Dr. Henry Varley is reported 
to have said one day in Moody’s 
presence, “It remains to see what 
God could do with a perfectly sur- 
rendered life!” In reflecting upon 
the remark, Moody said, “If so, 
that life shall be mine.” 

The world knows the result! 


(From the book, THE PREACHER AND 
HIS PREACHING, 146 pages, price, $2.00. 
Order from your local book store. If you 


order from the Sword of the Lord Publish- 
' ers, add 15c for postage and handling.) 


A Lesson on Preaching 


As I recall, she said that there 
was. an average of some thirty- 
one Scriptures quoted in every 
sermon in the book. I just hap- 
pened to remember that in the 
printed message, “The Master Is 
Come, and Calleth for Thee,” 
there were fifty-six Scriptures 
quoted. I am a poor example, and 
I do not mean to put myself 
up as an example, but I do have 


a deep conviction that the Word 


of God is what it takes to fix 
things. One reason some people 
get the idea you ought not to 
preach more than thirty minutes is 
that there is too much dishwater 
and not enough of the Word ot 
God in .it. The Bible is a living 
Word. It is quick and powerful. It 
has strong medicine in it. “Preach 
the word!” 


II. Let the Sermon Theme 
Honestly Grow Qut of 
Some Scripture 


For preachers and those who 
teach Sunday School classes, etc., 
there is a very practical little 
word. here. What is the first 
thing about preaching a sermon? 
I think the first thing is to let 
your theme, your subject, what 
you. are going to preach about, 
honestly grow out of some Scrip- 
ture. Do not make it up; let it 
honestly grow out .of Scripture. 


As a matter of illustration turn 
to John 12:32. Here the Scrip- 
ture says, “And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me.” Suppose I preach 
a sermon on soul winning and 
say, ‘‘Listen, preacher; listen, 
personal workers; listen, Sunday 
School teachers, if you will just 
lift up Jesus, He will draw_ all 
men unto Himself.” Would there 
be anything wrong with that? 
What do you think of-that verse 
for a good verse to start on? 
What about it as a text for per- 
sonal soul winning? What about 
it as a text for a sermon to 
preachers telling them that if 
they will lift up Jesus He will 
draw everybody? 

Now, the important thing is this: 
what did Jesus mean? Was He 
talking about soul winning? Was 
He talking about a certain kind 
of preaching? No, sir. The next 
verse explains, “This he said, sig- 
nifying what death he should 
die.’ He meant, “I cannot save 
anybody if I do not die on the 
cross.” It is true that Jesus, 
lifted up, will draw all men; but it 
is the crucified Jesus-It is not 
the preached Jesus. You may 
preach a good sermon about lift- 
ing up Jesus, but the lifting Him 
up is the driving of the nails in 
His hands and feet and then lift- 
ing Him up on that cross. It is 
not honest preaching, it is not 
really Bible preaching, unless you 
preach what Jesus was talking 
about in that verse. 


Now, let’s turn to another verse 
of Seripture, Matthew 17:8. 


I would like for Jesus Christ 
to be first in my life In every- 
thing, wouldn’t you? I would 
like for it to be so that it was 
Jesus and not anybody else. Je- 
sus is the only comfort for a 
troubled heart. Jesus is the only 
Saviour for a sinner. That is 
right, isn’t it? Suppose I want to 
preach a sermon along that line 
and I see if I can find some verse 


that will give me a good start. ° 


I turn to this verse over in Mat- 
thew 17:8, “And when they had 
lifted up their eyes [at the trans- 
figuration|, they saw no man, 
save Jesus only,’. and preach .a 
sermon on “Jesus Only.” Is 
there anything wrong with preach- 
ing that Jesus is the only answer 
to man’s sins, that Jesus is. the 
only comfort for troubled hearts, 
that Jesus is the only One who can 
answer prayer? Is there anything 
wrong with preaching that Jesus 
is the only remedy for everything? 
Isn't that a good theme? Yes, it 
is a good theme. But is that what 
this verse is talking about? No, it 
is not, and you are not preaching 
the Word if you use this verse to 
teach it. You may use some other 
Scriptures, but you are not preach- 
ing this Scripture when you preach 
that we should worship Jesus only. 
To preach this Scripture you 
ought to preach what the Bible 
is talking about. 


I believe that we need to be- 


(Continued on page 9) 
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ware about perverting the Scrip- 
ture in preaching. For exam- 
ple, suppose there is a woman in 
a preacher's audience whom he 
thinks is getting pretty proud 
and arrogant and haughty and 
who piles her hair on top of her 
head. And suppose. the preacher 
preaches on, ‘“Topknot, Come 
Down.” Well, that is a Scrip- 
ture. In Matthew 24:17 we read 
“Let him which is on the house- 
top not come down.” Now the Bi- 
ble really says that, but do you 
think that is Bible’ preaching? 
Maybe you ought to preach to 
someone who is proud and arro- 
gant. Maybe you ought to preach 
to a lot of women who get vain and 
proud about their hair, but if you 
do, you ought to find some Scrip- 
ture that is talking about that. 
You ought to preach the Word 
instead of some smart-aleck idea 
you have found yourself. 

If you are going to preach the 
Bible, your first responsibility is 
to preach what the Bible is talk- 
ing about. That will be honest 
preaching, Bible preaching. Bible 
preaching is not finding a collec- 
tion of words that you can call 
a text but which is actually a 
pretext. Preaching is a _ business 
too sacred for that. 


As a further illustration, let’s 
suppose that I want to preach a 
Mother’s Day sermon, and I turn 
to the Scripture where Jesus on 
the cross said, “Behold thy moth- 
er!” (John 19:27). I use that as a 
text and say, “‘Be good to your 
mother. Think of all the tears she 
has shed for you. Think of 
all the hard work she has done 
for you. Behold thy mother.” 
You understand, I think that 
Seripture would be good to use 
in a Mother’s Day sermon as an 
illustration that Jesus cared for 
His mother. But I think it ought 
to be used to mean what it meant 
then and not to be perverted to 
mean what Jesus was not talking 
about. Bible preaching ought. to 
preach the Bible. There ought to 
be a thorough honesty in dealing 
with the Word of God. There ought 
to be no trickery. Maybe you Say, 
“Any nut ought to see that.” May- 
be somebody says, “You are just 
making an issue out of nothing.” 
No sir; there ought to be such 
a fundamental honesty in dealing 
with the Word of God that if an 
infidel hears you he will say, 
“Well, that is what the Bible says, 
all right.” Or if there is some 
poor ignorant person in the audi- 
ence, he can see it. 

If you want to preach on a 
theme, find that theme itself in 
the Bible. For instance, I preach 
a sermon on “All Satan’s Apples 
Have Worms.’ Somebody may 
think that is just some kind of 
foolishness. You were never worse 
mistaken in your life; it is a 
Bible sermon. As a basis for 
that I read several texts, and, by 
the way, you can sometimes start 
with several Scriptures. Why 
not bring lots of the Word of 
God to bear on a question? I 
use the Scripture, “Look not thou 
upon the wine when it is red, 
When it giveth his colour in the 
cup, when it moveth itself aright. 
At the last it biteth like a ser- 
pent, and stingeth like an adder” 
(Prov. 23:31, 32). And here is the 
theme: Sin looks attractive, but 
it is not attractive when you get 
into it. When you get to the 
end of it, it cuts and burns and 
ruins. Every promise of the 
Devil is a lie. Every good time 
the Devil ever gives turns out 
bitterness and unhappiness. 

The Bible says in Proverbs 5: 
3, 4 about the fallen woman, “For 
the lips of a strange woman drop 
as an honeycomb, and her mouth 
is smoother than oil: But her end 
is bitter as wormwood, sharp as 
a twoedged sword.’ There it is 
again. The Scriptures really say 
that Satan makes promises that 
he does not fulfill. It really says 
that sin seems sweet but that it 
turns out bitter. 

I show that “there is a way 
which seemeth right unto a man.” 
A man thinks. he will get to 
Heaven by his morality—there is 
a way that seemeth right to a 
man. He is not trying to do wrong, 
“but the end thereof are the ways 
of death.’ Even a moral, upright 
life leads to Hell without Christ, 
doesn’t it? 

What I am saying is*that if you 
are going to preach a sermon, 


find the material, find the.theme 
of it, the subject of it and the 
background of it, in the Bible. 
You do not have to use the par- 
ticular wording that the Bible uses 
When you talk about it, but you 
dead sure ought to be talking 
about the same thing your text 
is talking about, if you are 
preaching from a text. 

It is important to be an honest 
Bible preacher. I made up my 
mind that I would never announce 
any theme that I could not de- 
fend with the Bible until infidels 
or anybody else would have to ad- 
mit that that was what the Bible 
was talking about. If you do 
honest Bible preaching you can 
expect something to happen. 
There is a certain reverence of 
attitude, a sincere faith about 
that that God can bless. This 
frivolous business of taking just 
anything to start on and:-making 
it mean whatever you want to, m- 
volves a certain dishonesty, a 
handling of the Word of God de- 
ceitfully. Your motives may be 
right, but evil is not good just 
because you are doing it for a 
good purpose. You still ought to 
do right. Preach the Book! 


Ill. Often Preach Expository 
Sermons: Examples 
I believe that every preacher 
ought to do a lot of expository 
preaching. I believe that even 
evangelists ought to do a lot of 
expository preaching. 
1. An Expository Sermon 
Revelation, Chapter 20. 
For example—I am not a very 


On 


good example—but there is one 
example in my sermon, “When 
Skeletons Come Out of Their 


Closets,’ in the book by that name. 
It is a sermon on the last judg- 
ment, an exposition of the twen- 
tieth chapter of Revelation. I be- 
lieve in doing expository preaching 
sometimes. I mean that I get the 
background of the whole ser- 
mon in that chapter, and preach 
on nearly all of the chapter and 
explain it. There is a good deal 
of exposition in it. I think some- 
times that is necessary. When a 
passage of some length is taken 
and the principal truths gotten out 
of that passage, I call that an ex- 
pository sermon. 

2. An Expository 
Lot. 

The first sermon in my book, 
The Ruin of a Christian, a ser- 
mon about Lot, is an expository 
sermon. I quote the entire pas- 
sage, part of two chapters; the 
part of the thifteenth chapter of 
Genesis where Lot. pitched his 
tent toward Sodom, and most of 
the nineteenth chapter where 
the angels went down to bring 
Lot out and the city was de- 
stroyed. Then from the New 
Testament I use the Scripture in 
II Peter 2:7, 8, where we read that 
the Lord “...delivered just Lot, 
vexed with the filthy conversation 
of the wicked.’ Then I set out 
to teach some things from that 
whole passage and draw certain 
lessons from the whole passage. 
That is expository preaching. | 

In this case I have two main 
points about Lot. The first is 
worldliness. And I show certain 
worldly things: first, he made 
money the main thing, sold out 
for money. Second, he called the 
wicked his brethren. Third, he let 
Sodom get his children. Fourth, 
he took up the habits of Sodom: 
he drank as they drank. 

The second main point is Lot’s 
powerlessness. He could not win 
the Sodomites. He could not win 
his own sons-in-law. “He seem- 
ed as one that mocked unto his 
sons in law’ (Gen, 19:14). He 
could not win his own wife. She 
looked back and became a pillar 
of salt. He could not win his 
own daughters. They got him 
drunk and led him into incest. 

Then I ought to bring a con- 
clusion to lost people that the ruin 
that God brought on Sodom and 
told about in the book of Jude is 
held up as an example of the 
fire of Hell. 

That is, I would say, an ex- 
pository sermon. 

I think it is 


Sermon on 


important that 


you sometimes preach expository 
sermons to the unsaved as well 
as to the saved. 

3. Expository Sermons on the 
New Birth. 


For example, sometimes you 


ought to take the first sixteen 
verses of the third chapter of 
John, and show first, the need 
to be born again; show that that 
is repeated three times and that 
it is an. absolute necessity for 
everybody, even for a Pharisee 
who is pure and good morally. 
Second, “That which is_ born 
of the flesh is flesh’ (John 3:6), 
but this shows that to be born 
of the Spirit is the only cure for 
sin. 

Third, the new birth is a mir- 
acle. “The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit” (John 3:8). It 
is a miracle; it is something God 
does. 

Then fourth, you ought to show 
how to get the new birth. “And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up: That who- 
soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life” 
(John 3:14, 15). It is by simple 
faith, depending on Christ to save 
as He offers to do. 

Sometimes maybe you ought to 
preach on the subject of the new 
birth and _ use other Scriptures 
and make it a-topical sermon. 
Sometimes you ought to preach 
on John 3:16 and make it a tex- 
tual sermon, I. mean a sermon 
that naturally comes out of the 
text. But listen, whether you have 
a sermon that is expository, 
which means that the whole ser- 
mon, in the germ of it, is found 
in one passage of Scripture, or 
Whether it is a textual sermon 
where the outline of the sermon is 
found 


largely in the text, or 
whether it is a topical sermon 
Where a subject is taken and 


then Bible principles bearing on 
that subject are found and _ fol- 
lowed out—in every case an hon- 
est Bible preacher must find it 
in the Word. 

Expository preaching, in my 
judgment, is the hardest to do, but 
it has the advantage that it brings 
Seriptures in the order that God 
gave it and it does not leave out 
some great doctrines. 


IV. A Danger of Expository 
Preaching 

In my judgment, there is one 
great danger in expository preach- 
ing. The expository preacher is 
more likely to get his attention 
on the Word itself and let sinners 
go to Hell. The way some preach- 
ers treat the word is as if a man 
should take an axe ‘and drive 
around in a forest and say, “See 
this beautiful ax—look at it,” but 
who does nothing with the ax. An 
ax is not to be looked at, especial- 
ly. It is to be used to cut down 
the trees. 

You might say, “See this nice 
hammer.” A hammer is not to 
be looked at only. It is to be 
used to break the rocks. ‘Is not 
my word like as a fire? saith the 
Lord; and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces?” (Jer. 
ys Lee 

A man might say, “See this 
beautiful, gold-mounted sword. 
It was made in Toledo, Spain, in 
the 17th century. It is made of 
the finest steel and has a razor 
edge. See the curve of it! See 
the beautiful gilded handle, set 
with precious stones.” But swords 
are for war, not for museums, 
not for show. That is the dan- 
ger of expository preaching —- 
the danger of getting so proud of 
finding wonderful things in the 
Word, to enjoy or to show for 
enjoyment. That is not the idea; 
the Bible is not just something 
to examine for your enjoyment. 
The Bible is to be used as a 
weapon of God against sin and 
sinners, to cut people to the heart 
and get people convicted and con- 
verted and to get Christians clean- 
ed up. “Preach the word; be in- 
stant in season, out of season; re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering and doctrine.” And the 
Bible says, “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able «..«..2’. {1k Tim. 3:.16).1¢ 
a profitable tool, 
God. It is to be used. It is the 
living Word, but it is supposed 
to bring forth fruit. It is a reaping 
machine. ‘ 

And a reaping machine is not 
a thing for people to gather around 
and admire, while some attendant 
says, “I will preach you an ex- 
pository sermon about the reaper: 
this big double wheel that turns 


this Word of 


around and around laying the cut} 


that goes back and forth is the 
sickle. This arm that runs it is a 
piston rod. And then here is the big 
bull wheel, which provides the mo- 
tive power. Here is one of the most 
intricate and beautiful things of 


that binds the bundles and ties the 
knots.” No! That is a wonderful 
thing—a reapmg machine. But it 
is not a thing to be lectured about. 
It is to be used in reaping wheat. 
The Word of God is that way. 
And that’ is the danger about ex- 
pository preaching, the danger of 
centering on the Word itself in- 
stead of using it to accomplish 
what God wants accomplished. 

Suppose I have a wonderful fish- 
ing pole, a fine sinker and a 
nice float, but I do not have any 
hook on it. Preaching is not any 
good without hooks! No preacher 
ought ever to preach a sermon 
who does not expect to get some 
certain results. Whether he has 
converts come forward or not, 
whether he has those accepting 
Christ stand or not—whatever he 
does, no preacher ought ever to 
preach any sermon who does not 
expect to get something settled 
and done. Preaching is to get 
results. A sermon is no good with- 
out an application. A sermon is 


hortation. A sword 
good without a point and an edge. 
A reaper is not any good without 
a sickle on it. And preaching is 
not any good without the Holy 
Spirit’s power on it to bring a 
certain kind of results. So, though 
expository preaching is good, there 
is a danger. 


V. Topical Preaching, Using 
Many Scriptures, Often Best 
I have heard some Bible Institute 


all: the little knotter, the thing | 


not any good without fervent ex- | 
is not any 


teachers say that all preaching 
ought to be expository preaching. 

1. Bible Preachers Did Topicat 
Preaching. 

Do you believe that is true? 
'I hear somebody saying no, but can 
_you prove it? Can you prove that 
| all preaching ought not necessarily 
be expository preaching? Well, the 
way to answer that is to find 
out how the Bible _ preachers 
preached. Did Jesus always preach 
expository sermons? Was His Ser- 
mon on the Mount an exposition 
of one passage or did He bring an 
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interpretation of passage after pas- 
sage after passage from the Old 
Testament? How did Peter preach 
at Pentecost? He preached a topi- 
cal sermon on the resurrection of 
Christ. Bible preachers generally 
were not expository preachers. The 


thought is not just to end up in the | 


— 


'Holy Ghost: 


Teaching them to 
observe all ‘things whatsoever I 
have commanded you...” (Matt. 


/28:19, 20). Every Christian who 


is ever converted is to follow the 
command. And there are many 
such commands about soul winning. 

The first sin of those who do 


Word of God itself. But we are to not win souls is disobedience. But 
go all through the Bible to get our; why should I have to stick to that 
armor. We ought to feel, “Here! verse? Why not use another verse 
is a good club to handle this sin- | showing that the second sin of 
ner with,” and “Here is a good) those who do not win souls is lack 
sword to stick in here,” or “I’'ll| of love? Jesus said in John 14:15, 
sure burn him with this fire of | “If ye love me, keep my command- 
the Word of God.”’ Go all through | 


the Bible to get your armor. That 
is the way Bible preachers did. 

2. Torrey’s Revival Preaching 
Was Topical. 

This is a remarkable thing: if 
you will study after Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, in my judgment one of the 
soundest Bible teachers in America 
in his generation, if not the sound- 
est, you will find that in his re- 
vival preaching he would usually 
preach on topics or themes. He 
proved every point by the Bible, 
you understand; but he would say, 
“Here is a thing I ought to get 
settled. I will go all through the 
Bible and get the Scriptures that 
settle it.” 


3.. A Topical Sermon by the 
Author. 
What is wrong, for example, 


with my preaching in my book, 
The Ruin of a Christian, 
on “The Seven-fold Sin of Those 
Who Do Not Win Souls’? I start 
first of all with the Great Commis- 
sion. In it is given the plain com- 
mand to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. 
In Matthew the Scripture says, ‘Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 


ments,” and in John 14:23, “If a 
man love me, he will keep my 
words.” I add that to be the first 
one to show that the first sin is dis- 
obedience. Somebody says, “Oh, yes 
I know I was disobedient, but my 
reason is ...’’ No, your reason is 
that your heart is cold; you do not 
love Jesus enough. 

Wait a minute. There is another 
reason you do not win souls. In 
Matthew 4:19 Jesus says, “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers 
of men.’ The reason you are not 
a soul winner is because you are 
not following Jesus. He makes 
soul winners out of everybody who 
will follow Him. The fourth sin 
is not abiding in Christ (John 15: 
4, 5). The fifth sin is dishonesty, 
in a sacred trust (Rom.1:14, Matt. 
25 :24-30). The sixth sin is the folly 
of a short-sighted fool (Dan. 12:3, 
4; Prov. 11:30). The seventh sin is 
spiritual manslaughter (Ezek. 3:17, 
18). 

Do you see the point of what I 
am saying? There are perfectly 
good reasons for going through 
the whole Bible and getting your 
Scriptures. Get your armor ready, 
if need be, from all the Bible, but 
start with a theme, a theme that 
is a Bible theme. Then prove 


every point by the Bible. A topical 
sermon is all right, just so you do 
not make it up out of your head, 
just so you get a theme that is a 
Bible theme and just so every point 
is a Bible point, proved by the Bible. 


It is a pity that preachers make 
up sO many points that have no 
relation to Scripture. It is a pity 
that there is so much, “I think 
this,’ and “I think that.” One 
reason I wrote a book on the 
Christian home was that nearly 
every book written about the home 
is full of sentiment. They say “You 
ought to have a happy home. All 
right, I will tell you what to do. 
Be sure to kiss your wife when you 
get home.” Now, there is nothing 
wrong with kissing your wife when 
you come home, but the matter of 
having a happy home goes a lot 
deeper than that. What is wrong 
with that idea is that that is not 
what the Bible says aboftit how to 
have a happy home. Somebody 
says, “I will tell you what to do if 
you are going to have a happy 
home. If you are going to get mad, 
get mad only one at a time.” Well, 
now that may sound nice, but that 
is not a Bible rule. That is not 
the way the-Bible says to have 
a happy home. Somebody says, “I 
will tell you what you must do 
if you are going to have a happy 
home: Be sure to remember your 
wife’s birthday and your anni- 
versary. Women are _ sensitive 
about that.” And you are not 
kidding there, either! It is all mght 
to remember your wife’s birthday, 
but there are more fundamental 
Bible reasons and ways to have a 
happy home. So I said,“God help 
us, isn’t there anybody who is will- 
ing to turn to the Word of God and 
find how to have a Christian 
home?” 


VI. Holy Boldness Accompa- 
nies True Bible Preaching 
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Crisis With Chiang Kai-Shek 
On December 22, Dick Hillis, | 
General Directer of Orient Cru-| 


Formosa, received ‘a Christmas 
card and four pots of beautiful 
poinsetta plants from Madame 
Chiang Kai-Shek. The following 
day Rev. Hillis and his wife were 
invited to the President’s mansion 
for Christmas dinner. 

Rev. Hillis describes the ex- 
perience that was theirs in res- 
ponding to this high honor: “My 


tial mansion just before one o’clock 
in the afternoon. We were intro- 
duced to the other guests—five 
Chinese and three Americans. For 
ten minutes Madame Chiang chat- 
ted freely with us as we sat in the 
living room, facing a beautifully 
decorated Christmas tree. 

“A few minutes later President 
Chiang entered. After greeting 
him, we proceeded to the dining 
room where the table was artist- 
ically decorated with candles and 
colored rice, arranged to spell out 
in Chinese characters the word, 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAP- 
PY NEW YEAR. We ate a del- 
icious meal of turkey and all the 
trimmings. 

“The conversation was bi-lin- 
gual,” Hillis reports. ‘However, 
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since I speak Chinese, I talked to 
the President in his own language, 
and during the entire meal, much 
of the conversation centered in 
spiritual subjects. We discussed the 
part that the Gospel could have in 
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people who get off and stew and 
steam ahd think and think up a 
sermon? Do not do it, brother. 
That is not the way you get ser- 
mons; you get sermons out of the 
Bible. The Holy Spirit will help 
you get them out of the Bible. 
“Preach the word”! Preach what? 
“Preach the Word’! Maybe you 
did not understand me; tell me 
what you are to preach? (Answers 
from the audience: “Preach the 
word.’) Now if you think I am 
fooling, you have not waked up this 
morning yet. If you do not see the 
importance of what I am saying, 
then you had surely better stop 
and listen. I do not care how nice 
your ideas are, they de not trans- 
form lives, they do not change 
hearts. Your ideas will not make a 
drunkard sober. Your ideas will 
not make a harlot pure. Your ideas 
will not make an infidel into a be- 
liever. The Word of God will. 

Do you know why a lot of 
preachers are timid? They ought 
to be timid. They have just made 
up something and they do not 
know whether it will stand. They 
are righi; it probably will not. 
Do you know why some men can 
be as bold as lions? Because they 
can say, “I know I am God's 
prophet. I have met God in the 
secret place. He opened up the 
Word to me. On my knees in 
prayer and tears I found what 
God said;- I found God’s message 
to this people. I am going to 
give it if I die. If somebody does 
not like it, that is too bad for 
him. I am not going to change 
it!’ There is a certain boldness 
that can come with preaching the 
Word. 

If you want to see how the Lord 
told Jeremiah about this matter, 
look at Jeremiah 1:4-9: “Then the 
word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, Before I formed thee in 
the belly I knew thee; and before 
thou camest forth out of the 
womb I sanctified thee, and I 
ordained thee a prophet unto the 
nations. Then said JI, Ah, Lord, 
God! behold, I cannot speak: for 
I am a child.” [I think God called 
me to preach before I was born. 
My mother gave me to God, and 
my father did. I think I never 
could have gotten away from it. 
But there must be something more 
than a call. There must be a 
divine anointing, too.| “But the 
Lord said unto me, Say not, I am 
a child: for thou shalt go to all 
that I shall send thee, and what 
soever I command thee thou shalt 


| speak. Be not afraid of their faces: 


for I am with thee to deliver thee, 
saith the Lord.” |Notice what it 
says, ‘If you preach what I com- 
mand you to preach, you do not 
have to be afraid of their faces.’] 
“Then the Lord put forth his hand, 
and touched my mouth. And the 
Lord said unto me, Behold, I have 
put my words in thy mouth.” 

Now, first of all, here is a direct 
statement of verbal, word-for-word 
inspiration—not just thought in- 
spiration. God gave the very words 
of the Bible. 

Here is another thing. If God 
calls you and sends you, then God 
is willing to give you His message. 
The Bible says, “Preach the word.” 
The Word can be absorbed in you 
and mastered and learned and 
understood until the Spirit of God 


can put it into your mouth. And | 
you do not have to be afraid of| 


people’s faces. You can be as 
bold as a lion then, “Preach the 
word.” 


We find the same kind of. com- 
mission in Ezekiel 2:6, 7: “And 
thou, son of man, be not afraid 
of them, neither be afraid of their 
words, though briers and thorns 
be with thee, and thou dost dwell 
among scorpions: be not afraid 
of their words, nor be dismayed at 
their looks, though they be a re- 
bellious house. And thou shalt 
speak my words unto them, wheth- 
er they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear: for they are most 
rebellious.” “Preach the word”! 
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VII. Bible Preaching Must 
Include Preaching 
Against Sin 

Now I come back to the text 
that I started with, and I think 
{I ought to give a little more de- 
tailed help in this matter. In II 
Timothy 4:2 we read; “Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of 


season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doc- 
trine.”” “Reprove.” The Word of 


God is not meant to pat people 
on the back. It has the tenderest 
promises, and the man of God 
ought to preach those. It tells of 
the most wonderful things — the 


glory of God that. is reserved for | 


those that love Him. We preachers 
ought to preach that. But that 
is not where people ought to start 
preaching. Where are we to start? 
‘“Reprove,”’ then what? “Rebuke.” 


But be tender about it and long- 
suffering and gentle about your 
reproof. You say that is a con- 
tradiction? No, it is not. I-preach 
on Hell in every revival meeting. 
I suppose I weep more in that 
sermon than in nearly any other. 
I tell you the truth, I am not glad 
people are going to Hell. I mourn 
about it. But I must preach it. 
“Reprove, rebuke!” Preach against 
sin. Maybe I ought to take more 
time about this matter of preach- 
ing on sin, but I will tell you what 
I want you to do. Take this book, 


How to Have a Revival, and find. 


chapter nine on “Why Preach 
Against Sin.” If you do not do any- 
thing else, I wish you would get 
this book and master that chapter. 
I know I wrote it, but it is a Bible 
message about preaching against 
sin. Listen to the Scripture in that 
sermon that I to call your mind, 
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and show my 
people their trangression, and the 
house of Jacob their sins” (Isa. 58: 
1). Here is one: “Them that sin re- 
buke before all, that others also 
may fear,’ Paul said to Timothy in 
I Timothy 5:20. Here is another: 
“This witness is true. Wherefore 
rebuke them sharply, that they 
may be sound in the faith” (Titus 
1:13). Lost people are’ going to 
Hell, poor, undone lost peoplé who 
do not have a good trimming down 
by a godly preacher who is not 
afraid of them. We need Bible 
preaching against sin. 

There is more: “. . .. from the 
prophet even unto the priest every 
one dealeth falsely. They have 
healed .also the hurt of the daugh- 
ter of my people slightly, saying, 
Peace, peace; when there is no 
peace” 
say, “Oh, I am afraid a revivai 
will disturb my people.” Some- 
body says, “I am afraid it will 
alienate some of my best givers.” 
Listen to me! You will not have 
any real peace—you are just bare- 
ly holding the pieces together now 
—you will not have any real peace 
until you have a real revival, 
based on a godly fear and real re- 
pentance. Preach against sin! “‘Re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.” I will 
go into that a little more, but here 
I think I ought to give an example. 


Vill. Sermon I[liustrations 


Sermons need illustrations to 
make them clear and impressing. 
I suggest ‘this: Use divine illustra- 
tions, illustrations from the Bible, 
when you can; and then use illus- 
trations of what you saw happen. 
First, you know that Bible illustra- 
tions are inspired and you know 
they are right. You know nobody 
made them up. They are true. 
Another thing, people are more or 
less familiar with them and ought 
to be more familiar. In the next 
place, other illustrations only 
bolster what you are saying, but 
every Bible illustration carries its 
own point, a divine, supernatural 
point, carries its own divine dyna- 
mite of power. It is the Word of 
God. 


Personal illustrations have the 
advantage in that what you saw 
happen is going to be believed a 
lot better than what you read in 
a book. They have the added value 
that they are your own testimony. 
They are not hearsay and they 
have the power of personal bless- 
ing which you got out of it. Use 
your own personal experiences. But 
use the Bible stories and parables 
too. Bible illustrations have the 
divine punch. 

I preached the other night on 
“Keep on Praying.” Did you notice 
in one matter that I used five 
different cases from the Bible to 
show that God, when He seems to 
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The Worst Prayer Ever Offered 
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cused” (Luke 14:18). For one 
reason or another they would not 
come, and so they missed the 


*| banquet which*the host had pre- 


pared. Jesus used the story as a 
picture of the attitude of men 
toward God, for He has invited 
them to share in His salvation 
and in the blessings that accom- 
pany it; and they reply in the 
Same words, “I pray thee have me 
excused’! No matter what God 
offers, they refuse it. The prayer 
that they offer, whether by way 
of conscious refusal or whether 


as the silent expression of a life of 
indifference to God, is the worst 
prayer that anyone could offer, 
because 


I. It Is a Foolish Prayer 


Judging by the attitude that 
many people take, one would think 
that God had invited them to a 
fast rather than to a feast. Jesus 
compared God’s offer to an in- 
vitation to dinner. What would you 
think if tomorrow on the way 
down the street to your place of 
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A Lesson on Preaching 


(Continued from page 10) 
say no to your prayer, does not 
mean no? Please note them. 

1. Jacob wrestled with the angel. 
The angel said, “Let me go” (Gen. 
32: 26). But he did not make 
Jacob let him go. He really did 
not want him to let him go until 
he blessed him. 

2. Elijah the prophet said to 
Elisha, ‘I’m going down to Bethel 
and Jericho and then to Jordan; 
you stay here’ (II Kings 2), but 
he did not want him to stay there. 
God did not want him to stay 
there. 

3. A man came and knocked on 
a door and said, ‘‘Friend, lend me 
three loaves” (Luke 11:5). Then 
the man_ picturing God = said, 
“Trouble me not: the door is now 
shut, and my children are: with 
me in bed: I cannot rise and give 
thee” (Luke 11:7). But when he 
stayed and pleaded he gave him all 
he wanted because of his im- 
portunity. 

4. In Luke, chapter 18, we read 
about the unjust judge: 
was in a city a judge, which 
feared not God, neither regarded 
man: And there was a widow in 
that city; and she came unto him, 
saying, Avenge me of mine ad- 
versary. And he would not for a 
while: but afterwards he _ said 
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‘from the blood of all men... 


within himself, Though I fear not 
God, nor regard man; Yet because 
this widow troubleth me, I will 
avenge her, lest by her continual] 
coming she weary me.” And then 
the Scripture says, “And shall not 
God avenge his own elect, which 
cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them?” 

o. In Matthew 15:21-28 we read 
about the Syrophenician woman 
who came to Jesus about her 
daughter. Jesus said, ‘I didn’t 
come to you Gentile dogs.’ But 
she answered. ‘Truth, Lord: yet 
the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their masters’ table.” 
And Jesus said to her, “O woman, 
great is thy faith: be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt’! 


I used five illustrations that 
nobody here can question, nobody 
will think they did not happen. 
And they carry their own weight 
and prove themselves. Do you see 
the point about that? Use Bible 
illustrations when you can. There 
is an added value. Sometimes your 
personal testimony can help. Some- 
times the telling of something 
you know happened to somebody 
you know, will help. But let’s do 
Bible preaching on Bible themes, 
prove every point by the Bible and, 
where possible, illustrate by the 
Bible. 


IX. Textual Preaching: Find- 
ing the Sermon Outline 
in One Verse 


Now would you like help on one 
or two examples of textual preach- 
ing? I turn to Psalms 126:6 first. 
This is “very simple, but it has 
been so helpful when mentioned 
to others that I mention it to you. 
Do you want a good sermon on 
soul winning? Well, here it is in 
Psalm 126:6; “He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, bring his sheaves 
with him.” 

1. A Textual 
on Psalm 126:6. 

Now let’s preach a sermon on 
that. The first point is “Go”’ — 
“He that goeth forth.” The main 
reason you do not win souls is 
because you do not work at it. 
That is the truth. Now you want 
to illustrate that with some other 
things in the Bible. What is the 
first thing in the Great Commis- 
Sion? “Go ye... ” There it is 
again. Your main trouble is not 
that you do not preach enough 


Sermon Outline 


‘Gospel. Your trouble is that you 


do not get it to sinners. You 
preach to your own church mem- 
bers, don’t you? All right then, 
go. More revivals fail for lack of 
promotion and work than for lack 
of preaching. 


What is the second point? The 
second point is weeping—a broken 
heart in soul winning. The first 
point is go, and the second point 
is a broken heart. These are the 
divine essentials of soul winning. 
You cannot win souls without a 
broken heart and tears. God give 
us that! 

I would go through and show 
how Paul wept and mention what 
he said in Acts, chapter 20, to the 
elders of Ephesus, “I am sro 

y 
the space of three years I ceased 
not to warn every one night and 
day “with tears.” I would show 
how Jesus wept over Jerusalem 
and how we are told in Hebrews 
5:7 that “in the days of his flesh 
[in Gethsemane] ... he... offered 
up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears.” You can 
illustrate the having of a broken 
heart from yout own life and the 
lives of other men you_ know. 
That is the second point. 

What is the third point? The 
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stopping Communism, and how 
light and darkness, belief and un- 
belief, Christ and Judas, could not 
possibly co-exist. I left the table 
feeling that here was a great mili- 
tary leader and brilliant diplomat 
who was also a man of deep spirit- 
ual perception. President and Ma- 
dame Chiang are earnestly desir- 
ing the Will of God. 


“I suggested to the President 
that down through the ages God 
has always chosen leaders for a 
particular hour of crisis, and that 
I felt the Lord had chosen him, not 
only to lead Free China, but to 
give the people on the Chinese 
mainland hope ffor deliverance 
from the slavery of Communism. 
The President’s reply was, “I am 
unworthy of God’s choosing.” Hillis 
urges Christians in America to 
pray for Free China’s First Couple. 


seed is the Word of God. Let’s 
see—I think we ought to turn to 
another Scripture that says the 
seed is the Word of God. Do you 
know: any such Scripture as that? 
Yes, in the thirteenth chapter of 
Matthew is the parable of the 
sower in which the seed is pic- 
tured as the Word of God. And 
God really means it. I did not 
make this up. Here it is rght in 
the verse, isn’t it? If you want to 
win souls, first, go; second, have 
a broken heart, and third, take the 
Word of God. 


There are two other points that 
remain. The next one, the fourth 
one, is this: he that goeth shall 
bring his sheaves. Don’t you tell 
me, “I am doing the best I can. It 
is not my fault if nobody is saved.” 
That is not true. If you do not 
come back with sheaves, you did 
not go with the Word of God, you 
did not go _ bearing precious 
seed, you did not go with a 
broken heart. That gets results. 
You get a crop if you go at it 
this way, the way the Bible says. 
You may not win as many as you 
would like. I never win as many as 
I ought to; but, bless God, you 
can win some. The certainty of 
results! 

Now there is another point. 
What is it? Ah, the soul winner’s 
joy! That is a good climax when 
you are preaching on soul win- 
ning. 

All right, don’t you believe you 
have something there that nobody 
can gainsay? I have preached on 
that many times, and I wish you 
would. The part of it that is any 
account, the part that is important, 
is in the Bible, so it is not copy- 
righted. Everybody has a right to 
use it. The outline is not mine. I did 
not make it up. Then why wouldn't 
anybody want to preach that in- 
stead of some kind of smart- 
aleck, superficial outline, just be- 
cause it has alliteration, because 
every word in the outline begins 
with S or P or something else? 
Understand, if you find it in the 
Bible and can add alliteration, all 
right. But alliteration is incidental 
compared with the importance of 
preaching Bible truth in a Bible 
way. 

2. A Textual Sermon on Isaiah 
53 :6. 

Turn to Isaiah 53. Here is a 
very simple sermon and one that 
is a little more orthodox in form. 
I mean that it has the proper 
number of points in it, three points. 


Here in Isaiah 53:6 the Scrip- 
ture says, ‘‘ All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” Now let’s outline that 
in three points and preach a text- 
ual sermon on “Sin and Its Rem- 
edy.”” We find the theme in the 
text, 1. First of all is the universal 
guilt of sin. “All we like sheep 
have gone astray.” Everybody has 
gone astray. There is universal 
sin! The wonderful thing about 
this verse is that if you go in at 


the first “all’ and come out at 


the last “all,” you will be saved. 
You will see that in a little bit. 
Everybody sins. 

I would turn to the third chap- 
ter of Romans and bear down and 
prove it by the Bible. I would 
turfi to what Jesus said over in 
Matthew 19:17, “There is none 
good but one, that is, God.” I 
would turn to where Solomon 
dedicated the temple and said, 
“there is no man which sinneth 
not” (II Chron. 6:36). I would 
turn to I John 1:8, “If we say 


that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in 


10 of that same chapter which 
says, “If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us.” Now 
prove it good while you are on it. 
Prove it by the Word, by the Word! 
A textual sermon: find your out- 
line, the principal thought, in a 
verse. But then use many Scrip- 
tures to prove it and illustrate it. 
This first part is, all have sinned. 

There is another illustration ob- 
vious in the verse. It is an illus- 
tration about sin: the dumbest, 
silliest animal in the world is a 
sheep. I am humiliated every time 
I think about the fact that God 
called me a sheep. It would not 
be bad to be called a cow. I am 
from a cow country—you can ride 
horseback after a cow; a Sheep 
you must walk after. Only Mexi- 


ithis verse? 


cans will keep sheep, down in Tex- 
as, because you cannot ride horse- 


| back and take care of them. They 


are the dumbest things. They 
stink. They do not have any sense. 
But that is what you poor sinners 
are like. You are stubborn and 
dumb and thick-headed. You have 
gone into sin. 


Now what is the second point in 
“We have turned 
every one to his own way.” Point 
two, then, is the nature of sin; 
selfwill. There is personal guilt. 
What is the nature of sin? First, 
there is the universality of sin. 
The second point is, you want your 
own selfish way. The selfish, will- 
ful nature of sin! What is wrong 
is not that a fellow slips up and 
accidentally gets drunk. What is 
wrong is that his old,. wicked, rot- 
ten heart turns to sin on purpose. 
You want your own way. Do you 
see that point—the self-will of 
sin? What is the big letter in 
sin? It is J. Selfishness—the first 
syllable begins with S, the second 
begins with J, the third one be- 
gins with N. S-i-n. Now take the 
middle letter of that and .what 


is it? It is J. Sin. is really “L” 
It is, “I want my way.” The pro- 
digal son says, ‘Give me the por- 
tion of goods that falleth to me. 


around. I’m going to do as I 
please.’ That is sin, isn’t it? That 
is back of all sin. Somebody says, 
“T stumble.” No, you did not stum- 
ble.”” That is like what I tell young 
people about love. It is all right 
to fall in love, but too many people 
climb in. 

Now, here is the third point. 
First, universal sin. Second, the 


willful, selfish nature of sin. And 
now what is the last? It is point 
three, the remedy for sin. “And 
the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” 

And now in conclusion, let me 
make a suggestion. Do not be a 
dead stick in the pulpit. Put all 
your heart and personality in it. 
Use everything you have in 
preaching. Boldness? Sure. Tears? 
Yes. Laughter? Sure. Not frivolity, 
you understand. Of course you 
are to realize that it is a sacred, 
holy, fervent business. But use 
everything you have. If you can 
catch a fellow off guard to slit his 
throat, if you can make him laugh 
and throw back his head, all right. 
But the point is, get him. Be 
serious and fervent about it, but 
use everything you have. If you 
have a harp, use all the strings. 
Why shouldn’t a preacher laugh 
and cry and sing? Stop and sing in 
the pulpit. Your voice may be 
cracked, but people are wonder- 
ae charitable toward a preach- 

. They know you are preaching. 
Tf you are putting on a song as 
a solo, that would be different. 
But work it any way to get the 
Word out. Make it stick, keep 
people awake, make them get it. 
It is a good idea not just to lay 
things out and say, “Well, if you 
want it, come and get it.” No, 
instead of that we are to say, 
“Open your mouth. Come on!” 
And choke it down them. Make 
them take it! Make them like it 
if you can, but make them remem- 
ber it anyhow. The point is, use 
everything. 

I wish I knew better how to 
teach you to preach! 

Prayer: God, stick in our hearts 
some things to help this morning: 
Make this crowd real Bible preach- 
ers, dear Lord. Do not make 
them like me or like somebody 
2lse, particularly, except that they 
be earnest and honest and use and 
believe and preach the Word with 


it. Amen.- 


us.” Then I would turn to verse | 


I don’t want anybody bossing me ~« 
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Husiness, you met an acquaintance 
racing up the street toward you 
with his hat on one side, his neck- 
tie askew, his face purplé from ex- 
ertion, and his tongue 
out. As he approaches you he 
stops running, and gasps out the 
words, “Thank God, I escaped!” 


“Escaped from what?” you ask, 
thinking that some one had threat- 
ened his life. 

“T just was invited to a steak 
dinner at the best restaurant in 
town, but I managed to get away,” 
he replies. 

About that time you would ask 
him if you could .substitute for 
him. Whoever heard of trying to 
escape from something good? 
Wormal human nature*would be 
celighted with such an invitation. 
God is not inviting men to a literal 
feast of food, but Jesus was us- 
ing this parable to illustrate the 
fact that God wants men to come 
to Him in order that they may 
enjoy the things that a feast re- 
presents. 

One of them is intimacy. In the 
Orient, dining with a man at his 
invitation means that he offers his 
guest his very personal and close 
friendship. The story is told of an 
Arab sheik who was sitting in his 
tent door when a dusty and dis- 
heveled man appeared upon a gal- 
loping horse, flung himself from 
the saddle, and prostrated himself 
before the sheik. 

“Help, my lord,” 
have accidently killed 


he te ge | 
aman and 


the avengers are pursuing me. 
IMy life is at stake. Give me 
shelter.” 


The sheik had him brought into 
he tent and then ordered food. 
At his invitation the man ate with 
him. Before they had concluded 
the meal, some of the sheik’s own 
retainers rode up, and when they 
saw the stranger they prepared to 
kill him. They told the sheik that 
the victim of the murder had been 
his only son, and that his refugee 
fBuest was responsible for the mur- 
cer. The sheik replied that since he 
and the slayer of his son had 
eaten together he was sworn to 
protect him, even though he him- 
self should be the chief avenger. 
The feast meant an unbreakable 


friendship. 
God, in inviting men to His 
feast, is summoning them to a 


lasting friendship. Though they 
have sinned against Him and de- 
serve His wrath, He extends to 
them His mercy and His love. He 
invites them to know Him and 
to share in all the goodness and 
blessing that He can pour into 
their lives. 

Bengel, the famous commentator 
and German Christian leader of 
the eighteenth century, experi- 
enced the intimacy of fellowship 
with God. His spiritual life was so 
ceep and so rich that his students 
knew it could come only from con- 
stant contact with God. Curious to 
learn how Bengel maintained it, a 
student concealed himself one night 
behind the curtains in Bengel’s 
epartment in order that he might 
listen to the teacher’s prayers. 
During the long evening «and far 
into the night Béngel toiled at his 
books. Finally he rose from the 
Cesk, knelt, and said simply, “Lord, 
Thou knowest we are still on the 
same old terms.’ Then without 
more ado he went to bed. Bengel 
was not perfunctory in his devo- 
tions, but he knew God so well 
that he could--feel perfectly at 
home with Him as with an inti- 
mate friend. That is the kind of a 
feast that God invites men to en- 
joy. 

‘A feast means also satisfaction. 
Some of us can recall the Thanks- 
giving holidays of our youth when 
we played football in the morning, 
and after developing a keen ap- 
petite, sat down to a tremendous 
‘Thanksgiving dinner. Plates were 
heaped high with turkey, potatoes, 
dressing, and vegetables. There 
were olives and cranberry jelly 
for relish. Perhaps there was some 
salad, too, with pie for dessert, and 
candy and nuts afterwards. No 
matter how hungry we were or 


- what our taste craved, -we felt 


satisfied after the dinner. There 


- was plenty of everything for every- 


body. 

__God’s goodness is a Thanksgiv- 
ing feast of good things in the 
realm. “Blessed are 


_~ they that hunger and thirst after 
-. Tighteousness,” 


said Jesus, “for 
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they shall be filled.’”’ David, who 
knew what it was to hunger and 
thirst after God, said, “He satis- 
fieth the longing soul, and filleth 
the hungry soul with goodness’”’ 
(Ps. 107:9). 


Nothing but the presence of God 
can satisfy the human soul. Aug- 
ustine, the great Christian think- 
er and theologian of the fifth cen- 
tury, was brought up in a divided 
home. His mother was a Christian, 
but his father was a pagan, and 
he followed in his father’s steps. 
In his youth he tried everything 
that the world had to offer from 
the highest pleasures of the in- 
tellect to the lowest gratification 
of the senses. There was nothing 
that brilliance of mind or that 
social prestige could give him 
that he did not have. Finally, in 
answer to his mother’s prayers, 
he came to Christ, and later wrote 
in his Confessions: 

“Thou hast made us for Thy- 
self, and our hearts are restless 
until they find their rest in Thee.” 
He had found the fullest satisfac- 
tion of life in the peace of God. 

The invitation to dinner is ac- 
cepted not just that we may see 
our friends and satisfy our hunger, 
but that we may share in the Joy 
of the occasion. Perhaps the din- 
ner is in honor of some guest, 
or it may be the celebration of an 
anniversary, or it may be designed 
to cement some friendship. What- 
ever specific purpose it may have, 
it is sure to be a joyous occasion. 

In God’s reckoning there is a 
difference between hhappiness and 
joy. Happiness, as the word im- 
plies, depends upon what happens. 
If one is prospering and is in good 
health, if his friends are loyal and 
if his prospects are good, he is 
happy; but strip him of these out- 
ward things, and he will be plung- 
ed into misery. Joy does not de- 
pend upon what happens, but upon 
what is in the heart. It is in- 
ternal, not external. 


This difference can be illustrat- 
ed by the contrasted careers of 
two men. One of them who lived 
about a century and a half ago 
was born of a wealthy family. He 
was as handsome as a young 
Greek god, and he was as brilliant 
as he was handsome. Witty, viva- 
cious, endowed with the gift of 
poetry, he was the toast of half 
of the drawing rooms of Europe 
and the idol of all the ladies. 
There was: nothing he could not 
have if he wanted it. Nevertheless 
he: died in exile at the age of 
thirty-eight, at the end of a dis- 


sipated life, and in one of his 
last works wrote this: 
My days are in the yellow leaf, 


The flowers and fruits of rave 
are gone. 

worm the canker, 
grief 
Are mine alone. 


The and the 


Contrast this life with that of 
man, born in obscurity 
in an Asian city several centuries 
ago. According to the traditional 
description of him that has sur- 
vived, he was singularly homely, 
small of stature, nearsighted, and 
generally unimpressive. Though he 
possesed a keen mind, he was re- 
garded by the contemporaries of 
his own nation as a graceless rene- 
gade and by most of the rest of 
the world as a senseless fanatic. 
For twenty-five years he had no 
fixed home, and spent his time 
advocating what seemed to be a 
hopeless cause. Toward the end of 
his career he was a prisoner, but 
never once did he strike a minor 
chord of complaint or of self-pity. 
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice,” was his 
watchword. 

The difference between Lord 
Byron and St. Paul did not lie 
in the fact that the joyful man 
had more advantages or_posses- 
sions or prestige than the other 
had; the absolute reverse was true. 
The real difference was that Lord 
Byron with all of his prestige was 
without God, while Paul, in his 
comfortless jail, was enjoying the 
inward feast that God supplied to 
him daily. 


II. It Is Filled With Weak 
Excuses 
Why do men not avail them- 
selves of this feast to which God 
invites them if it means intimate 
fellowship with Him, abiding sat- 


isfaction of heart, and abounding. 


y? 

When this invitation was prof- 
fered to the men in the parable, 
Jesus said that “they all with one 
consent began to make excuse’; 
and what excuses!: Each one was 
poorer than the one preceding it. 
The first man said, “‘I have bought 
a piece of ground, and I must needs 
go and see it.” If he were so negli- 
gent as to buy a piece of real 
estate without seeing it, he could 
surely delay a few hours more be- 
fore inspecting it; for the inspec- 
tion would not change the transac- 
tion after it was made. During 
the boom days of the late 1920’s 
many men invested in Florida real 
estate. Land was becoming very 
valuable and speculators purchased 
lots sight unseen. When the de- 
pression came, and they tried to 
sell those lots, some of them 
found that their land was either 
utterly worthless, or was under 
six feet of swamp water. Then 
they regretted that they had not 
seen the land before accepting the 
deed and paying their money to 
the broker. 

The first excuse was a reflec- 
tion on the business acumen of the 
man who made it, 


The second excuse 
worse: 

“IT have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I go to prove them: I 
pray thee have me excused.” 


Land, however poor it may be, 
will at least remain where it is, 
and perhaps have some small 
value. If oxen are too old or too 
weak to pull a load, they are not 
even worth much for beef. The 
purchaser of these teams was ex- 
traordinarily foolish not to exa- 
mine the animals carefully before 
buying them. 

The third excuse was the worst 
of all: 

“IT have married a wife, 
therefore I cannot come.” 

He did not even ask to be ex- 
cused. One wonders why he did 
not bring his wife to the feast. His 
affections came between him and 
the feast, and he lost the place 
that might have been his. 


Silly as these excuses are, they 
are not more so than many which 
men offer to God’s invitation to- 
day. For instance, one man will 
say, “I pray thee have me excused 
because there are so many hypo- 
crites in the church.” It must be 
admitted that there are hypocrites 
who imitate the virtues of Chris- 
tians without really possessing 
those virtues; but the very pres- 
ence of the hypocrites is a witness 
to the essential genuineness of 
salvation. Nobody bothers to coun- 
terfeit brown paper because it is 
too common; but counterfeit bills 
are made because a genuine ten 
dollar bill is worth something, If 
a hypocrite is a counterfeit Chris- 
tian, a real Christian is truly 
valuable. Whoever heard of refus- 
ing to accept a genuine ten dollar 
bill because so many counterfeits 
are in existence? 

seing a Christian does not 
necessitate that one should be a 
hypocrite, The man who offers 
this excuse is simply acknowledg- 
ing that he has neither the desire 
nor the will to live a true Christian 
life, 

Another says, “I pray thee, have 
me excused, because I want a 
good time first. When I am old, 
I will turn to Christ.” The poor 
fellow does not realize that by this 
prayer he is cheating himself and 
Slandering God. He is cheating 
himself because accepting God’s in- 
vitation will bring him the best 
society and the greatest joys that 
he ever could have. “The blessing 
of the Lord, it maketh rich, and 
he addeth no- sorrow with it” 
(Prov. 10:22). There is no real joy 
without’ God, for the life that ex- 
cludes Him may be hilarious at 
times, but it will certainly be 
empty. It is foolish to postpone 
at eternal risk the joys of God’s 
feast for the sake of a supposed 
life of pleasure which will collapse 
and leave nothing. Furthermore, 
this prayer slanders God because it 
acts on the assumption that God 
is either unwilling to give joy to 
those who accept it, or else that 
He is incapable of so doing: Liv- 
ing for God is not a deadly, dull, 
and dry existence. Every morning 
brings fresh mercies, and the de- 
lightful surprise of some new 
providence which God sends into 
ones day. 

“I pray thee, have me excused 
because I am not good enough,” is 
a prayer some offer. 


Was even 


and 


is sincere, because they realize 


that God places high requirements . 


of righteousness upon those who 
come to His feast. Perhaps it is 
only an excuse, offered in false 
humility. In either case, it is a 
useless prayer. God does not invite 
to His feast those who are worthy 
but those who are unworthy. In 
this very parable the king had 
his servants bring in the riff-raff 
of the hedges and highways that 
his house might be filled, illustrat- 
ing Jesus’ saying, “I am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance” (Matt. 9:13). Not 
man’s goodness, but God’s grace 
opens the door to the feast. Those 
who refuse the invitation on the 
ground that they are not good 
enough either misunderstand the 
Gospel completely or else are 
merely cloaking their obstinacy 
with a false humility. 


“T pray thee, have me excused 
because I could not hold out.” 
Many refuse Gods invitation be- 
cause they think that they cannot 
maintain a Christian life under the 
pressure of temptation; but. do 
men ordinarily reject an invitation 
because they are not sure that 
they can stay at the feast? Gen- 
erally they accept the invitation 
and go, and find that the feast is 
attractive enough to make them 
stay. God’s invitation, however, is 
to men who cannot keep them- 


ae 
selves. He assumes the responsi- 


bility fer keeping them. Jesus said, 
“All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out And this is the 
Father’s will which hath sent me, 
that of all which he hath given 
me I should lose nothing .. .” 
(John 6:37, 39). The first question 
is not whether we can hold out, 
but whether God can hold us. 
There is no doubt of His ability 
to keep those whom He has saved; 
for within the house of the King 
no alien hand can touch them. 
Finally, many offer this prayer: 
“I pray thee, have me excused, 
for I am too busy now. Later, 
when the mad scramble of life has 
ceased, and I have time in my 
declining years to think of such 
things, I will turn to God.” No or- 
dinary invitation can be treated 
that way. It must either be accept- 
ed when it is offered or not at all. 
The time for reply passes, and 
then action is too late. Just so 
our reply to God’s invitation must 
come now. “To day if ye will hear 
his voice, Harden not your heart”’ 
(Ps. 95:7, 8). His call is urgent; 
His invitation is royal. This op- 
portunity may never come again. 


Ill. It Is Always Answered 


The crowning reason why this 
is the worst prayer ever offered 
is that it is always answered. If 
a man emphatically asks God to 
excuse him from the heavenly 
feast, God will do'so. He will not 
force His blessings upon any one, 
although He will persistently press 
upon the sinner His claims to 
obedience and the privilege of 
His salvation. Just so, in the par- 
able, the host finally said, ‘‘None 
of those men which were bidden 
shall taste of my supper,” so God 
ultimately closes the opportunity 
to those who refuse and opens it 
to those who originally seemed 
less privileged. Others will take 
the place of those who were in- 
vited, and the feast will be fur- 
nished with guests. 


The parable of Jesus was un- 
doubtedly aimed originally at the 
Jewish people, to whom God had 
given His invitation through 
Moses, through the prophets, and 
through Christ Himself, only to be 
refused at last with shallow ex- 
cuses. Because they rejected His 
invitation, God brought in the Gen- 
tiles who accepted with delight the 
revelation of forgiveness and of 
fellowship. The basic interpreta- 
tion, however, does not mean that 
a modern application is_ illegiti- 
mate. God invites men today to 
come to His feast. He offers every- 
thing that He can offer, pardon, 


Fpeace, protection, and the fullest 


satisfaction of the heart in Him- 
self. “They that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness Shall be filled.’ 
If, however, with selfish short- 
sightedness and foolish excuses 
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they pray to be relieved, He will as- 
suredly grant that request. Do 
of praycr 
answered? | 
God's invitation is extended to 
you today through His greatest 
messenger, His Son, Jesus Christ. 
Not only does He say, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,” but He brings the feast to 
our door. “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to Him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.” By 
the tender voice of persuasion, 
and by His death on the cross 
where He took our place as the 
sacrifice for sin, He calls us to 
the feast of God’s love and fellow- 
ship, Why refuse this invitation by 
saying, “I pray thee have me 
excused’? Why not rather offer 
the other prayer that God delights 


‘to answer, “God be merciful to me, 


the sinner’ (Luke 18:13)? Why 
not gratefully and earnestly thank 
God for His great invitation, and, 
forsaking all excuses, enter into 
the joys to which He summons us? 
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